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THROUGH CHEMISTRY 


White one of these mosquitoes is just the 
ordinary summer nuisance, the other is the 
man-killing Anopheles ... dreaded carrier of 
malaria. But only an expert would quickly know 
the difference! 


Matching leather soles also calls for expert 
ability to tell ‘“‘which is which.” At England 
Walton, trained craftsmen instantly spot 
ever-so-slight differences in fibre structures 

. and FIBRE-SORT soles accurately, for 
paired fiexibility and longer, more even wear. 


Here’s extra value in shoes that means 
pleased purchasers, steady repeat sales, big- 
ger profits. Get this plus feature ... for your 
customers and yourself . . . with England 
Walton FIBRE-SORTED SOLES. 


“24812 ay) UO SI OINDSOW sSajagdoup 241, 


“a5 Which? 


If You Can Tell Jnstanth, 


You're an Expert! 





Three greatly magnified cross-sections of sole leather. A and B 
are similar in fibre structure; C is noticeably different. England 
Walton experts will pair A and B, and find a matching fibre- 
structure for C. 
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& ngland Hatton 
FIBRE-SORTED SOLES 


Cut soles and sole leather . Pure oak bark tanned 
England Walton Division 
A. C. LAWRENCE LEATHER COMPANY 


Boston « Camden . Peabody . New York . St. Louis . Columbus . Milwaukee 
Los Angeles . San Francisco . Ashland, Ky. . Newport, Tenn. . Hazelwood, N. C. 
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AT LAST --- 
An Instantly Self-Priming Tannery Pump 


HANDLES ALL 
Tanning Liquors 
and Oils 


Acid resisting bronze case and acid 
tested neoprene impeller. External 


oil lubricated bearings. 


Actual photograph of original pump 
installed more than two years ago at 
Brezner Tanning Corp., Penacook, 


N. H. Still operating perfectly. 


It is no longer necessary to bail liquors by hand, to use 
steam injectors or short-life gear pumps. Let the Hayes 
TANNERY Pump handle ALL your tanning liquids for 
greater accuracy and lower cost. Immediately available 


—inexpensive. For particulars write to: 


HAYES PUMP & MACHINERY COMPANY 


125 Purchase Street Boston 10, Mass. 
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It Takes Too Much to Operate 


N\ last week's editorial we stressed 

the need of a higher “normal” 
production floor for footwear and a 
higher amount of shoe consumption. 
From the manufacturing end, we 
stated, this could be accomplished 
hy lower costs and prices through im- 
proved and modernized techniques 
of production and plant operation. 
The consequent lower prices could 
motivate a higher shoe consumption 


level. 


However. the shoe manufacturer 
has by no means the sole responsi- 
bility in this program, The retailer 
not only has an equal stake, but an 
equal responsibility. He also can 
contribute much to the lowering of 
costs and hence the lowering of 
prices leading to higher shoe con- 
sumption by consumers, 


In one study last year it was 
shown that a large representative 
group of shoe manufacturers averaged 
3.9 percent net profits, The shoe 
retailer usually higher 
net profit, though in most cases a 
completely fair profit. However, there 
is a catch here. The retailer's mark- 
up is anywhere from 35 to 60  per- 
cent on an average. That represents 
profit. 


averages a 


“gross” 
But this indicates something  sig- 
nificant. Let us assume that the re- 
tailer’s net profit is five percent while 
his gross profit is 40 percent. This 
leaves a margin of 35 percent that is 
absorbed by operating costs. 

That, to most impartial cost  ae- 
countants or analysts, represents some 
sort of loose management. That 35 
percent of a store's) gross) income 
should be eaten up by operating costs 

quite aside from the wholesale 
cost of the products themselves 
does not speak for the highest  efli- 
ceney warranting the lowest) prices 
and giving incentive to consumers 
to purchase more pairs of shoes pet 
Vvear. 

Let's see how this would work 
end results. Let's say a retailer does 
100,000 a year gross sales. Forty 
percent of this. or S40.000, represents 
markup or gross. profit. Let's as- 
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sume that by using more efficient 
methods he could reduce his markup. 
on the same gross sales. to 30. per- 
cent, or $30,000. without affecting 
wages or net profit. Let’s say that 
he would pass this 25 percent savings 
on to the consumer. Thus a shoe 
whose wholesale price is $5 and 
whose retail price (at 40 percent 
markup) is $7, could be reduced (at 
SO percent markup) to $6.50. By 
the same token, a shoe at $10 whole- 
sale and $14 retail could be reduced 
to $13. retail. 

Thus. by more efficient: operating 
methods, retail prices could be re- 
duced without affecting net profits 
or wages. The reduction might seem 
small in terms of consumer prices. 
but add to this the reductions ac- 
cruing from more efficient methods 
used by manufacturers and we could 
see an appreciable price reduction 

enough to inspire increased sales 
end a higher level of shoe consump- 
tion, 


There is no law that says that re- 
tailers must have a minimum mark- 
up of 35 percent. It has simply be- 
come “traditional.” Except in’ the 
cases of special sales or bargain re- 
leases, the 35 percent minimum mark- 
up remain something almost holy. 
As a result, retailers have. in general. 
become slack in their efforts to cut 
down this markup through efficiency 
operation methods. If they figure 


UDOTUUUOUUUUUUUOAUUOQUANOQOOOOOOOOGGNOANGOUELUUEHL 


NOTICE 

Anyone desiring reprints of 
LEATHER and SHOES’ editorials 
may obtain them at the following 
nominal cost: 

Up to 100 

200-500 

1,000 or over 


10c each 


2'2c each 


their competitors are going to keep 

faith with the traditional 35 percent 
minimum markup, then there is no 
incentive for them to cut this per- 
centage. Price-wise, their competi- 
tive position is as strong as the next 
fellow’s. It is something like the 
stagnation that sets in when govern- 
ment price ceilings are in operation. 
Except in rare instances. no one is 
going to undercut the ceiling. 


While the National Shoe Retailers 
Association has made a_ successful 
effort to keep retailers in a sounder 
economic position by urging caution 
and other methods in stocking inven- 
tories, it has made no contribution 
on any substantial scale to lower re- 
tail prices by streamlining the opera- 
tional methods of the average retailer. 
True, some of the chains and larger 
retailers have taken the bull by the 
horns. on their own initiative. But 
these are isolated cases. 


The Association—by studying the 
problem and coming up with a pro- 
gram designed to increase operational 
efficiency-—could contribute appre- 
ciably to the lowering of retail costs 
and hence lower retail prices. 

The merchandising methods of 
many—if not most—retailers could 
stand a thorough renovating job. 
The art of fitting and selling shoes 
is rapidly passing into oblivion. We 
say “art” because art it was but art 
it is no longer in the hands of many 
Shoe salesmanship is now suffering 
the long hangover of its wartime 
binge of laxity. In many instances 
we are trying to do postwar mer- 
chandising with wartime and prewar 
methods. Fitting and selling are in 
a rut. 

We repeat what we said earlier: 
the fact that a retailer requires a 
35 to 60 percent markup to meet 
his costs and net a profit is a graphic 
indication that he has been lax in 
applying modern methods to slice 
costs and hence slice prices. While 
he believes that this markup is fair 

which it is on the basis of his un- 
necessarily high costs—he is not deal- 
ing a fair shuffle to the consumer in 
that he has been neglectful of modern 
means of reducing his costs and thus 
contributing something to the indus- 
try’s effort to achieve a permanently 
lower level of prices and thereby pro- 
vide incentives to permanently lift 
the current “floor” of shoe 
tron, Consumption and retail sales. 


We believe that the 
an organized group. should make a 
study of this problem and plan action 
to make their contribution toward 
costs and 


produ . 


retailers. as 


lower shoe prices. and 


higher output and sales, 
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Shoe, Lea. Productivity Up 


Output per man-hour in mid-1948 
was up 1] and 17 percent over 1939 
levels in the footwear and leather in- 
dustries respectively, according to an 
analysis of the nation’s productivity 
record recently completed by the Na- 
tional Industrial Conference Board. 
The board. however. found little evi- 
dence of productivity gains in in- 
dustry as a whole during the past 
two years. 

In the leather industry. output per 
man-hour increased in 1947 and de- 
clined in the Jan.-June period, 1948. 
Footwear productivity, on the other 
hand. decreased during 1947 and 
rose five percent in the first half 
of 1948. 

Since 1939. the analysis points 
out. the over-all gain in production 
per hour of labor input has averaged 
less than one percent a year. The 
accompanying increase in labor cost 
per unit of production has averaged 
about 11 percent a year. In_ the 
closing months of 1948. the board 
found that unit labor costs for all 
manufacturing were about 100 per- 
cent higher than before the war, 
fully a fifth higher than in 1946. 
and 10 percent higher than in 1947. 

With further wage increases still 
sought and taxes and price trends 
uncertain, many corporations are “re- 
examining their productivity records 
intensively.” the board says. Sub- 
stantial gains in output per man- 
hour “would greatly enhance their 
ability to operate or survive” under 
the present and emerging cost struc- 
tures, 


Industry Accident Rate 
"Astounding", Says Tobin 


An estimated five thousand acci- 
dents in the boot and shoe manu- 
facturing industry in 1947 caused an 
aggregate loss of 241,000 days. while 
3.100 work injuries in the leather 
tanning industry brought a loss of 
145.000 days. 

These estimates were revealed by 
Labor Secretary Maurice Tobin at 
the President’s Conference on In- 
dustrial Safety which ended (March 


6 


25) in Washington. This gathering 
of 1.500 leaders of industry, labor 
and government safety experts, in- 
cluding some from the leather in- 
dustry, marked the first time that a 
President of the United States had 
placed the government's resources 
and prestige behind a cooperative 
action of this sort. 

For industry as a whole, 1948 
figures were available to show that 
16.500 workers were killed in on-the- 
jeb accidents, while 1.800 were per- 
manently disabled. Another 83.700 
were injured in such a way as to 
reduce their physical abilities for the 
remainder of their days. 

Furthermore, another 1,858,000 
workers experienced temporary in- 
juries of sufficient severity to cause 
each of them to lose one or more 
days from work. Secretary Tobin 
estimated that the actual time lost by 
these injured workers during 1948 
amounted to 41,000,000 man-days. 
equal to a full year’s employment 
for 135,000. workers. 

However. when allowance is made 
for the future losses in productive 
ability arising from deaths and per- 
manent impairment. the total time loss 
chargeable to these disabling injuries 
of 1948 “rises to the astounding total 
of 219,000,000 man-days.” the Secre- 
tary said. 

His safety committee also revealed 
an estimate on the “dollar cost” of 
industrial accidents in 1947. These 
were said to have “cost the employers 
of the United States over $3.131,000.- 
000, of which more than $600,000.- 
QO0 were ‘direct costs’ paid in the 
form of workmen’s compensation. 
hospital and medical payments.” 

All preliminary signs point to a 
similarly high 1948 dollar cost esti- 
mate, although there were 500 fewer 
deaths and the injury-frequency rate 
for most manufacturing showed a 
drop. For boots and shoes (not 
rubber), for instance. the 1948 rate 
is estimated at 9.6 per each million 
employee hours worked, a decrease 
of 17.3 percent from the 1947 rate. 

In that year, there were ten deaths 
and permanent total disabilities in 
the boot and shoe manufacturing in- 


dustry, 180 permanent partial dis- 
abilities. and 4,810 temporary total 
disabilities. The average days lost 
were 698 for each of the permanent 
partial disabilities, while the tem- 
porary accidents each cost an average 
loss of 12 days. 

As for leather (tanning), the 1948 
preliminary figure for injury fre- 
quency is given as 29.4 per million 
hours. but this is fully 23.5 percent 
hetter than for 1947, 

In the tanning field, five deaths 
and permanent total disabilities re- 
sulted in 1947, plus 70 permanent 
partial disabilities and 3,025 tempo- 
rary total disabilities. The average 
days lost per individual accident was 
given as 15 for the temporary total 
disabilities, while for the permanent 
partial disabilities, the loss was 899 
days. 

Complete figures are not yet avail- 
able for rubber boot and shoe manu- 
facturing. but the 1948 injury-fre- 
quency rate is estimated to be fully 
27.6 percent less than for 1947. That 
1947 rate was 9.8 per million hours. 

Partial figures were given for the 
“leather products” manufacturing 
field. which includes leather gloves 
and mittens. luggage, handbags and 
small leather goods, saddlery, harness 
and other miscellaneous leather prod- 
ucts. Here the 1948 injury-frequency 
rate was given as 14.1 per million 
employee hours but no 1947 compari- 
son had been made. 

However, days lost for permanent- 
partial disabilities averaged 899, and 
14 for temporary total disabilities. 
in 1947, 

A study of safety gains made by a 
group of selected industries shows 
that rubber boot and shoe manufac- 
turers led the list with a 37.6. per- 
cent decrease over 1947 for injury- 
frequency rates, Distillers were sec- 
ond with 33.1 percent decrease. while 
leather tanning was third with a 23.5 
cut. All segments of this leather in- 
dustry appear to have done better 
safety work in 1948 than for all man- 
ufacturing as a whole, which showed 
a decrease of only 14.1 percent: in 
injury-frequency rates. 


Plan Memorial for Shapiro 


Abraham 
Shapiro Memorial Committee. headed 
hy U.S. Secretary of Labor Maurice 
J. Tobin and Gov. Paul A. Dever of 


Establishment of — the 


Mass. as honorary chairmen. has 
been announced by a_ nation-wide 
group of friends and business asso- 
ciates of the late Boston industrialist 
and _ philanthropist. 

A memorial will be erected on the 
campus of Brandeis University. Wal- 
tham. Mass.. the nation’s first Jewish- 
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Methocel: 


the Well Known 72 
Thickener 





The outstanding advantage of Methocel as a thickener is that so little will 
do so much, For example, a three or four per cent solution of high viscosity 
Methocel will thicken water so much that it will hardly pour. Moreover, 
Methocel provides uniformity of thickening, batch after batch. 

In the leather industry, this thickening ability of Methocel makes it ideal 
as an adhesive in pasting leather, giving the correct viscosity and right 
amount of “stick”. Further, Methocel is valuable in thickening both emulsion 
type wax dressings and white shoe dressing in liquid or paste form, and in 
thickening latex or resin finishes. 

Find out now about Methocel. Try it in your products and see for yourself 
its many superior advantages. Send in the coupon for your free, experimental 


sample of the new Methocel, powdered. 
THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY «- MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 





Did You Get Your Semple? 
The Dow Chemical Company s 
Dept. ME-196 

Midland, Michigan 

Please send me free sample of the new Methocel, powdered. 


Nome ond Title. : 
CHEMICALS INDISPENSABLE 
TO INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE © 
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sponsored, nonsectarian university. 
Shapiro was a founding member of 
the board of trustees of Brandeis 
and served as chairman of the Uni- 
versity Building Committee until his 
death. The exact form of the me- 
morial has not yet been determined. 

In revealing plans of the com- 
mittee, A. W. Berkowitz. chairman. 
stated, “We feel it appropriate that 
one who devoted himself and his re- 
sources to just and worthy causes with 
monumental generosity, now have 
dedicated in his memory a monu- 
ment both to, and in futherance of. 
the values he cherished so dearly.” 

Co-chairmen of the Memorial Com- 
mittee include: James J. Molloy. 
Lowell, Mass.: Louis Fried. New York 
City: Hyman M. Cohen, Augusta. 
Maine: Benjamin Solnit, Los Angeles, 
California: Robert Goldstein, Middle- 
boro. Mass.: Samuel Edison and Sey- 
mour Fabric. both of St. Louis. Mo.: 
John E. Daniels. Boston, Mass.: Jo- 
seph Bluestone and Abraham Cort, 
both of Cleveland. Ohio: Albert 
Wechsler. Malden. Mass.; [ra A. Wat- 
son. Birmingham, Alabama: Leon 
Goldin. Baltimore. Md.; Frank S. 
Shapiro. Newton, Mass.: Louis Os- 
trov. Akron, Ohio: Joseph Bienen- 
stock. Detroit. Mich.: Samuel M. Le- 
vine. Patterson, N. J.: and Joseph 
Grace of Worcester. Mass. 


Peron Government 
May Seize Rawstocks 

In a move designed to keep all 
industries active. the Argentine gov- 
ernment has ruled that they may seize 
all raw materials in the country and 
apportion them to manufacturers. 
This was interpreted to mean that 
the material held by large leather 
and shoe manufacturers can be con- 
fiscated and apportioned to smaller 
producers. 


Urge ECA Ship Shoes 


Several Congressmen report heavy 
pressure on them to urge the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration to 
broaden the European Recovery Pro- 
cram so that more than LOO American 
commodities. including shoes. leather 
and leather goods. may be shipped 
abroad as part of the relief program. 
Supporters of the plan claim it: will 
prevent price-depressing — surpluses 
from accumulating on the domestic 
market. 

The drive. at’ present appears to 
stand small chance of success in the 
face of determined opposition by 
ECA Administrator Paul G. Hoffman. 
Hoffman calls it a “grave mistake” 
to spend hundreds of millions of 
dollars for American goods if Euro- 
peans can produce the same woods 
out of European resources. 


Leather Soles Off 10% 


The Department of Commerce re- 
ports that footwear made with all 
leather soles dropped from 70 per- 
cent in 1947 to 60 percent of total 
output in 1948, a decrease of 10 per- 
cent. The use of substitutes was par- 
ticularly evident in women’s shoes. 
sandals and playshoes which shifted 
from 23 to 36 percent, the Dept. 
states. 


N. Y. Dept. Store Sales 
Show Decline in Jan. 


Jan. sales and stocks figures for 
shoes in department stores in_ the 
second Federal Reserve District (New 
York City and New York State) 
show a seven percent drop from 
Jan.. 1948 in dollar sale of women’s 
and children’s upstairs departments, 
the National Shoe Manufacturers 
Assn. reports. The NSMA finds that 
sales of men’s and boys’ shoes in 
these departments fell off 12  per- 
cent and basement sales of all types 
were down 15 percent. 

More encouraging however. are 
stock figures which show women’s 
and children’s shoe stocks down six 
percent, men’s and boys’ unchanged, 
and basement stocks four percent 
lower than a year ago. 

Despite an average decline in dol- 
lar sales of five percent, Jan. pair- 
age sales were probably greater than 
in Jan., 1948. the association be- 


Gold and silver hid are combined in this 
evening shoe. The gold is raised in tiny 
circles to give added leather interest. This 
contrasts with the smooth, shiny silver 


hid. (Grace Powell 


lieves. It cites the large number of 
clearances held during the month 
and the sharp drop in rubber foot- 
wear sales as contributing factors. 


Argentina Tries 
New Quebracho Rates 

The Argentine Govt. has instituted 
a new “preferential” exchange rate 
for shipments of quebracho extract 
leaving the country through May 25, 
according to reports from Buenos 
Aires. The new rate allows 398 pesos 
for $100 as compared with the 335 
peso rate recently set on quebracho 
exports. 

Quebracho exporters who were 
losing money on the old rate will be 
given an opportunity to see if the 
398 peso rate is more profitable. 
Several quebracho factories in Argen- 
tina are reported to have shut down 
due to lack of profits, ~ 


Brauer St. Louis Prexy 


A. J. Brauer. Jr.. president of 
Brauer Brothers Shoe Co., St. Louis, 
has been elected president of the St. 
Louis Shoe Manufacturers Assn. The 
association elected officers for the 
coming year at a meeting held March 

8. 

Other officers named were: Ist 
vice president, Frank Freund, general 
manager of Roberts. Johnson & Rand 
Shoe Co.: 2nd vice president, Sam 
Wolff, president of Wolff-Tober Shoe 
Mfg. Co.; treasurer, A. V. Wheeler, 
general manager of Pennant Shoe 
Co.; and A. H. Gale, secretary and 
manager. 

Nicholas Ettelbrick. president of 
Step Master Shoes, Inc., and F. J. 
Cornwell, manager of the Brown 
Franchise Stores Division, Brown 
Shoe Co., were added to the board of 
directors. Cornwell is retiring presi- 
dent of the association. 


Glycerine Prices Cut 


In a move to bring the price of 
pure glycerine in competition with 
svnthetics. Proctor & Gamble and 
Lever Bros. Co.. have slashed whole- 
sale prices 15 cents per pound. Prices 
quoted by Lever Bros. Co.. are now 
on the basis of 2414 cents per pound 
in tank cars delivered New York. 


Jan. Leather Exports Up 
CU. S. exports of leather during 
Jan. rose sharply in sole. upper and 
lining leathers. the Tanners’ Coun- 
cil) reports. Bizonal) German pur- 
chases authorized under the Marshall 
Plan were responsible for the rise. 
Raw stock exports showed a sub- 
stantial gain over figures for Dec. 
and Jan.. 1948 except for calf and 
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~ You Can say That 


Again ”Y 


Tne STORY OF TWO WHITTLERS jaa 


There were (WO whittlers, each with a piece of wood 
sharp knife. Fach was trying to sell his piece 
of wood, but at the moment nobody seemed to 

want any. So the first whittler sat down and hittled. 
Pretty soon his piece of wood was shorter and smaller, 
and he tried to sell it for less. Still nobody wanted it. 
He whittled and whittled and this kept 0” till all he had 
s afew shavings and he went out of business- 
Janning and put some 

he got 


and a good 


left wa 
The other whittler did some p 
creative thought into his whiting. And when 
through he had a very nice wood sculpture W hich people 
did want He sold it tor enough money ft pay for his 


wood and give him three squares 4 day 


MOoRAL: There’s more business in building uP 


creative styling than in cutting down quality and price. 


( Reprint of a recent Verney Corporation advertisement ) 


NOTE: E 
: Every busin 
ess makin : 
product that lifts it ga quality a 
F out of the “ ‘an Say th } 
cla e “me, too” at again” V 
Ss Cannot help but subscrib - poration oid te didi iad & \ erney Cor- 
Cc ; S ' : 
tothe senti- Last _— advertisement, United 
any provides i 
€s its OW 
n space to 


ments so ably ex 
y expressed by the Verney hel 
1elp you say it 


Corporation. 


BOST 
ON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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kip exports which fell below Dec.. 
1948 totals. Of 93,000 calf and kip 
skins exported during Jan., 29,000 
pieces went to Canada, 17.000 to 
the Netherlands, 17.000 to Germany, 
17,500 to Italy, 7500 to England, 
2000 to Greece, and the remainder 
to Treland, Lebanon, and Belgium. 
The Council states that most of these 
exports were made against old 1948 
licenses and are not to be measured 
against current quarterly export 
quotas of 100,000 pieces for coun- 
tries other than Canada. 

EXPORTS 
(000 omitted) 

Jan- 


uary 
Leather & Unit 1949 


Sole, Ibs. 314 
Belting, Ibs. ; 
Upper, sq. ft. 5.766 
Lining, sq. ft. 1.380 
Glove, Garment, sq. ft 420 
Bag, Case, sq. ft 53 
Upholstery, sq. ft 

| Rawstock 
Cattlehides, pieces 

Calf and Kip 
}Goat and Kid 
Sheep and Lamb 


Schoenfeld is 
Handbag President 


Harry Schoenfeld of Schoenfeld 


and Wolf, Inc... New York City hand- 
bag manufacturers. has been named 
- greiatg of the National Authority 
c 


ow the Ladies’ Handbag Industry. 
Other officers elected are: Murray 
Seltzer, Goldcrest Fashions. Inc.. 1st 
Vice president: Irving Pichel, Pichel. 
Inc.: 2nd vice president; Herman 
Brosseau, Brosseau & Co.. Inc.. 3rd 
Vice president: Samuel. Goldsmith. 
Goldsmith Bros. Mfg. Co.. Inc.. trea- 
surer; Abraham Wirklich. Pyramid 


Slaughter Totals Decline 


Federal inspected cattle slaughter 
during Feb. showed a gain of 1.7 
percent over the same period a year 
ago, the Tanners’ Council reports. 
Totals for the first two months of 
1949, however, were 13 percent below 
the same months of 1948. 

Both calf and = sheep slaughter 
were down 6.8 percent and 13.5 per- 
cent from last Feb, and 12.5. per- 
cent and 10.8 percent from Jan. and 


Feb.. 1948. 


A sharp rise in the proportion of 
steers included in recent slaughter 
totals coupled with an increase in 
live weights of cattle accounts for 
the current predominance of heavy 
hides, the Council states. During 
Jan., steer slaughter increased to 50 
percent of the total from 41.4 per- 
cent a year ago. Average live weight 
of all cattle jumped to 980 Ibs. in 
Jan. from 939 Ibs. a year ago while 
steers averaged 997 Ibs. compared 
with 942 Ibs. earlier. 


SLAUGHTER 


Feb. Jan. 
1949 1949 


(000 omitted) 

Cattle 994 
Calves - 476 
Sheep and Lambs 1,046 


Leather Goods. Inc., secretary: and 
Sol Mutterperl, Sol Mutterperl Co.. 
honorary president. 


Canadian Report 

The Canadian Government's Prices 
Branch reports that the wholesale 
prices of hides and skins advanced 
to 161.3 in Jan., 1949, compared with 
156.2 in Dee... 1948. though far be- 
hind the 173.4 of Jan., 1948. on the 
base of 1926 equals 100. 

Wholesale prices of unmanufac- 
tured leather stood at 179.1 in Jan.. 
1949, or the same as in Dec., 1948. 
but lower than the 197.0 in Jan.. 
1948, Likewise. the wholesale prices 
of boots and shoes stood at 161.8 in 
Jan.. 1949, or the same as in Dee.. 
and Nov.. 1948, with Jan., 1948, 
having been recorded at 167.1. 
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We have recently advanced our mailing time because of 
complaints; as a result, this magazine is never mailed later than 


We would like to know when you receive your copy of 
LEATHER AND SHOES. Would you please fill out the coupon 
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Ist 
Feb. 2 months ‘, Change 
1948 1949 1948 Feb./Feb. 1949/1943 


977 2,120 2,438 13.0 
511 960 1,097 ; 12.5 
1,209 2,281 2,556 10.8 


Raw Stock, Leather Output 


Stocks of raw cattle hides held by 
tanners. packers and dealers at the 
end of Jan. this year amounted to 
178.247, a decrease of 3'¢ from the 
preceding month’s figure of 493.794 
and down 31.8% from last’ year’s 
corresponding total of 701.714. Stocks 
of calf and kip skins fell from 703,- 
945 a year ago to 576.400, goat and 
kid skins from 145.216 to 86.404, 
horse hides from 64.408 to 25.983, 
while sheep and lamb skins were up 
from 66,096 dozen to 70,044 dozen. 


Production of cattle sole leather in 
Jan. totalled 1,702,806 pounds com- 
pared with 1,942,806 in the same 
month last year, cattle upper leather 
3.085.692 square feet compared with 
3.204.295. Production of calf and 
kip skin upper leather totalled 1.- 
160.302 square feet in Jan. as against 
1.354.071 a year ago. 

Wettings of hides and skins showed 
the following Jan. 31, 1949, with 
figures for Jan. 31, 1948, in brackets: 
cattle hides. 161.853 (206.350): calf 
and kip skins, 117,990 (152.186): 
goat and kid skins, 21.345 (46,946) ; 
sheep and lamb skins, 15,776 (10.- 
133): horse hides, 660 (2.985), 
fronts, 1.852 (7,753). butts, 1,709 
(4.047): cowhide bellies, 51,937 
(50.538). Sheep and lamb skins are 
doz. 

Stocks of raw hides and skins held 
by tanners, packers and dealers across 
Canada showed the following Jan. 
31, 1949, with figures for same date 
last year in brackets: cattle hides, 
478,247 (701,714); calf and = kip 
skins. 576,400 (703,945); goat and 
kid skins, 86,404 (145,216); sheep 
and lamb skins, 70,044 (66.096) 
doz.: horse hides, 25,983 (64.468). 

Finished leathers showed the fol- 
lowing Jan. 31, 1949, with figures 
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THE MARTIN DENNIS COMPANY 


presents 
The History of Tanning—Number 6 of a series 
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Freedom for Development—the early settlers found in the economic free- 
dom of this country a chance to use “anything that worked.” So, the early 
fonners, combining the Indian methods with those they already knew, 
broke tradition—yet still made leather. Ingenuity and experiment were 
necessary to produce leather with the crude equipment and little known 
materials available. Despite these handicaps, tanning grew and many 


early wardrobes featured the hides and furs of the new world. 


TANOLIN- PUROGEN.- ACIDOLENE 
ALBAOIL — ALBATAN — ALKOLENE — CHROMOL 
EMULSOL — KROMOID — LEXOL — NEETOL — NEUTROLENE 


Pioneers in the application of scientific methods to the art of tanning 


859 SUMMER AVENUE NEWARK 4, NEW JERSEY 
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for same date last vear in brackets: 
cattle leather, sole leather, production, 
1.702,806 (1,942,806) lbs., deliveries, 
1,951,353 (1,760,187) Ibs., finished 
stock on hand, 3,655,282 (3,012,177) 
Ibs., upper leather, production, 3,- 
085,692 (3,204,295) sq. ft. deliv- 
eries, 3.312.895 (3.217.407) ; finished 
stock on hand, 1,727,931 (1,261.- 
642): calf and kip skin upper, pro- 
duction. 1,160,302 (1,354,071) sq. 
ft.. deliveries, 1,095,094 (987,491). 
finished stock on hand, 3,035,204 
(2,018,610): goat and kid leather, 
production, 40,769 (63,786) skins, 
deliveries, 58,630 (55.204), finished 
stock on hand, 62,769 (30,466) : 
sheep and lamb leathers, shoe leather, 
production, 4,608 (5,166) doz. skins. 
deliveries, 5,118 (5,990), finished 
stock on hand, 4,970 (4.556). 


Leather Footwear 


Production of leather footwear in 
Jan. showed a decline of almost 11% 
from the preceding month but in- 
creased 3% over the corresponding 
month last year. Jan. output amount- 
ed to 2,529,123 pairs as compared 
with 2,783,922 in Dec. and 2,450,994 
in Jan. last year. 

Of the 2,529,123 pairs produced in 
Jan. this year, 758,803 pairs were 
soled with materials other than 
leather. 


VA Slipper Award 


The Veterans Administration Pro- 
curement Division. Washington. D.C.. 
has awarded Jon Gregg. Washington 
slipper manufacturer. contract for 
44.412 pairs of men’s mule type. 
open toe house slippers. Prices. de- 


pending upon delivery range from 
$.8926 to $.9095 per pair. The 
United States Rubber Co.. Nauga- 
tuck, Conn... bid unsuccessfully at 
$.91 per pair. 


NESLA Sponors 2nd 
Labor Relations Course 


For the second consecutive year. 
the New England Shoe and Leather 
Assn., Boston, is sponsoring a special 
course for top-level management on 
“Labor Relations in The Shoe In- 
dustry”. E. Robert Livernash, former 
chairman of the N.E. War Labor 
Board and presently director of in- 
dustrial relations for J. F. McElwain 
Co.. Nashua, N. H.. is instructor. 


Lincoln Workers Out 

In a dispute over wage rates and 
working schedules, 275 employes of 
the Lincoln Shoe Co.. Haverhill. 
Mass.. went out on strike this week. 
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Develops 
New Liquor Pump 


The Hayes Pump & Machinery Co.. 


Boston, has developed a new type 


pump which is claimed will eliminate 
one of the most troublesome problems 
for tanneries, that of getting the tan- 
ning liquors into the tanning wheels. 


This has been a problem because 
there has not been a_ self-priming 
pump available of the proper size 
that would resist the corrosive and 
erosive action of sulphuric and 
chromic acids. According to Hayes. 
this new pump will resist to a sub- 
stantial degree corrosion from the 
acids and will maintain its ability to 
* prime” when operating with consid- 
erable suction lift. 

The pump is made of acid-resist- 
ing bronze and is equipped with a 
neoprene impeller. Rotation can be 
in either direction, when clockwise. 
looking at the accompanying photo- 
graph the suction ports are on the 
right: as the impeller vane rotates 
beyond the opposite port they are de- 
pressed by the crescent at the top of 
the case and the liquid is squeezed 
out through the discharge port on the 
left. This pump operates successfully 
priming itself on lifts in excess of 
20 feet. 

The neoprene impeller is inexpen- 


sive and yeadily renewed if neces- 


sary. being secured to the shaft by a 
multiple spline. There is no stuffing 
box, leakage along the shaft is elim- 
inated by a trouble-free mechanical 
seal. The pump has a capacity on 
ordinary tannery service in excess of 
16GPM and comes complete with 1, 
HP, 1200 RPM motor and push but- 
ton starter. 

This new pump can handle satis- 
factorily the full range of liquors 
(from pickle thru the neutralizer) 
that are necessary in the tanning op- 
eration. In addition, it will handle 
the various oils, fat liquors, and 
coloring compounds that heretofore 
required the use of a gear type pump. 


The amount of “charge” can read- 
ily be controlled. A push button type 
starter is located adjacent to the 
barrel for the convenience of the 
operator, Frequently it is desirable 
to inject the tan bath or neutralizer 
solutions in two or more shots, The 
amount of these charges can be prop- 
erly proportioned by use of a grad- 
uated measuring stick in the barrel, 
when the desired level as indicated on 
the stick is reached, it is simply 
necessary to touch the “Stop” but- 
ton on the control switch. 


This pump has been through a 
two-year experimental period under 
actual tanning conditions in several 
of the country’s leading tanneries. 








Rubber Footwear Shipments 
Rose 300 Percent in '47 


Shipments of rubber footwear man- 
ufacturers during 1947 reached $198.- 
700.000. an increase of almost 300 
percent over the $50 million worth 
shipped in 1939, according to pre- 
liminary figures released by the Bur- 
eau of the Census, Dept. of Com- 
merce. The last previous census of 
manufacturers was taken in 1939. 

Value added by manufacture in 
the industry during 1947 totaled 
$121, an increase of 314 percent 
over the $29,200,000 value added 
in 1939, Value added by manufac- 
ture is calculated by subtracting cost 
of materials, supplies, containers, 
fuel. purchased electric energy and 
contract work from the value of prod- 
ucts. 

Average employment was 28,125 in 
1947 as against 18,098 in 1939. 
Salaries and wages increased from 
$22.100.000 in 1939 to $72,700,000 
in 1947, a gain of 229 percent. Ex- 
penditures during 1947 for new 
plants and equipment totaled $5 mil- 
lion as against $1.500.000 in 1939. 


Cary Heads Freeman Board 


H. T. Cary, president of Freeman 
Shoe Corp., Beloit, Wis.. has been 
elected chairman of the board of di- 
rectors. He succeeds the late R. E. 
Freeman who held the position until 
his death in Feb. of this year. 

Cary has been a director and of- 
ficer of the firm since 1927. In 1944, 
he became president of the company’s 
retail subsidiary 
president of the company in 1945. 


corporations and 
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Mass. Shoe, Lea. Industry 
Paid $176 Million In 1947 
The Mass. shoe and leather indus- 
try paid out $176.570,000 in wages 
during 1947, an increase of two per- 
cent over 1946. according to the New 
England Shoe and Leather Assn. 


Total Wages Paid 

Taxable Wages Paid 

Total Contributions 

Average Contribution Rate of Employers 


Benefits Paid to Workers 


‘The industry also contributed a total 
of $2.311.479 to the unemployment 
compensation fund or 34 percent 
more than in the previous year. This 
represented 6.7 percent of total con- 
tributions made by all employers 
in the state. 


Per Centage 
Change 1947— 


1946 1947 from 1946 


$173,703,100 $176,570,200 
154,103,100 152,966,300 
1,723,586 2,311,479 

1.12% 1.51% 


7,349,403 
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BSAC Celebrates Victory; 
Will Seek New Contract 
Victorious by an overwhelming 
two to one margin in the bargaining 
agent elections held last week among 
6200 Brockton shoe and cut sole 
workers, the Brotherhood of Shoe 
and Allied Craftsmen. Brockton in- 
dependent union, perpared this week 
to enter upon new contract nego- 
tiations with district manufacturers. 
The union was a decisive winner 
in 20 member plants of the Asso- 
ciated Shoe Industries of Southeastern 
Mass. and 19 cut sole plants as well 
as three independent, shoe manufac- 
turing plants. (L&S, March 19.). 
Other unions involved in the elec- 
tions were the United Shoe Workers 
of America. CIO, and the Boot and 
Shoe Workers Union, AFL. 
Of 5940 votes counted in the bal- 
sting in shoe factories, a total of 
749 were for the BSAC, 1728 for 
e USWA. and 179 for the BSWU. 
he vote in cut sole plants was 332 
r the Brotherhood and 187 for the 
JISWA. The Boot and Shoe Workers 
Dnion was not entered on the cut 
sole ballot. 
Lone victory for the USWA came 
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Analysis of Shoe and Leather Employment Factors, 1939-1948 


Prepared by New England Shoe and Leather Association from 
Statistics Issued by the U. S. Department of Labor 
SHOES 


of Employees 
oe 218, 000 


Year 
1939 
1940 . 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 


peeeiceees 231,000" 
Per Cent Change 1948-1939 .. 


Average 
Hourly 
Earnings 
50.3¢ 


Average 
Weekly 
Hours 


Average 
Weekly 
Earnings 
$17.83 
17.85 
21.72 
25.25 


LEATHER 


Estimated 
Number 
of Employees 
47,300 
« 45,200 
se 50,800 
. 50,600 
vee 45,200 
. 40,100 
39,500 
seve 42,800 
wee 45,300 
.. 46,700* 
—1.3% 


Year 
1939 
1940 ... 
1941 ..... 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
Per Cent C hange 1948- 39 


Average 
Hourly 
Earnings 


Average 
Weekly 
Hours 


Average 
Weekly 


Earnings 


50.96 
53.20 


+ 117.8% + 112.00 


NOTE The averages shown above represent the yearly average of monthly averages compiled 


by the United States Department of Labor 


*1948 figure not exactly comparable with 1939 due to revision of employment estimates start- 


ing in January 1948. 

at the Victory Shoe Co. Inc., where 
the CIO union compiled a narrow 
margin of 47 to 34. The BSAC then 
voted to recall its union stamp from 
the Victory Co. 





Coming 
EVENTS 


April 3, 1949—Shoe Mfrs. Fall 

g, Eugene A. Richardson As- 
ge — New Yorker, New 
York C 


April 24-25, 1949—Tri State Shoe 
Show, Hotel Statler, Buffalo, N. Y. 


April 27-30, 1949—St. Louis Shoe 
Show, St. Louis Shoe Mfrs. Assn., 
Hotel Statler and other hotels, St. 
Louis, Mo. 


May 1-4, 1949—Advance Fall Show- 
ing, Southeastern Shoe Travelers, Inc., 
Sheraton Bon Air Hotel, Augusta, Ga. 


May 2-6, 1949—Guild of Better Shoe 
Manufacturers Showing, New York 
City. 

May 2-13, 1949—British Industries 
Fair, Earls Court and Olympia, Lon- 
don, and Castle Bromwich, England. 

May 8-10, 1949—Spring Show, Iowa 
Shoe Travelers Assn., Des Moines, Ia. 

May 8-11, 1949—Fall Shoe Show, 
Southwestern Shoe Travelers Assn., 
Adolphus Baker and Southland Ho- 
tels, Dallas, Texas. 

May 14-18, 1949—Mid-Atlantic Shoe 
Show, Middle Atlantic Shoe Retailers 
Assn. and Middle Atlantic Shoe Travel- 
ers Assn., The Benjamin Franklin, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


May 16-17, 1949—Spring Meeting, 
Tanners’ Council of America, Inc., 
The Cavalier, Virginia Beach, Va. 


May 21-28, 1949—24th annual Na- 
tional Foot Health Week, National 
Foot Health Council. 

May 23-24—National Hide Assn. 
Annual meeting, Brown Hotel, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

May 23-26—Popular Price Show of 
America, Hotel New Yorker, New 
York. Sponsored by the National 
Assn. of Shoe Chain Stores and the 
New England Shoe and Leather Assn. 

May 30-June 10, 1949—Canadian In- 
ternational Trade Fair, Toronto Ex- 
hibition Grounds, Toronto, Canada. 


June 6-9, 1949—Semi-Annual Shoe 
Show, Boston Shoe Travelers’ Assn., 
Parker House, Boston, Mass. 


June 22-24—ALCA Convention 
Monmouth ““h Spring Lake, N. J. 
Spring Lake, a. 


Sept. 7-8, 1949—Official Opening of 
American Leathers for fall, Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York City. Spon- 
sored by Tanners’ Council. 


Sept., 1949—Child Foot Health 
Month, National Foot Health Council. 


Oct. 31-Nov. 3, 1949—National Shoe 
Fair, Chicago, II. 


Nov. 3-4, 1949—Annual meeting Tan- 
ners’ Council of America, Inc., Edge- 
water Beach Hotel, Chicago, IIl. 


Nov. 6-9, 1949—Advance Spring 
Showing, Southeastern Shoe Travel- 
ers, Inc., Sheraton Bon Air Hotel, 
Augusta, Ga. 





Harold Sears, secretary of the 
BSAC, reported that the union would 
meet this week to consider terms for 
the new contract it will offer to plants 
in which it won representation. No 
statement was made as to what the 
terms will be. 

The Brotherhood’s general board 
ordered Price Expert Ervin Fratus 
of the vampers’ local and four lasters’ 
officials, president George Andrews, 
vice president Frank Piesco, secre- 
tary George Beauregard, and general 
board delegate Robert Stanley, to ap- 
pear before it on charges of “conduct 
unbecoming a Brotherhood member.” 
Charges were made after the names 
of all five had appeared on news- 
paper advertisements urging shoe 
workers to vote for the USWA in the 
March 16 election. 


Daytimer Buys Rasmussen 


Daytimer Shoe Co.. North Adams. 
Mass.. branch firm and distribution 
outlet of Gale Shoe Mfg. Co.. has 
announced the purchase-of all capital 
stock and the factory of Rasmussen 
Shoe Co., Worcester, Mass. Purchase 
was made from A. E. Nettleton Co., 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

J. Edson Andrews, president. and 
John E. Gale, treasurer of Daytimer. 
reported that the purchase of the Ras- 
mussen Co. will enable Daytimer to 
increase production of MODERN- 
MISS shoes. Additional machinery 
will also be installed at the Rasmus- 
sen plant for the manufacture of 
lighter-type “flats” for teen-age wear. 

Rasmussen produced 960 women’s 
welts daily. Charles Christy will con- 
tinue there as general superintendent. 

(“News” continued on page 34) 
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NTIL quite recent’ years, a 
good shoe was considered to 
be one which possessed or, at 

least, seemed to promise the pur- 

chaser good appearance, service, and 
comfort, throughout its normal life. 

\lthough the average well-made shoe 

may fulfill the foregoing qualifica- 

tions, to a greater or lesser extent, 
nevertheless there is a real need for 
the production of better shoes; and. 
by that is meant shoes made in such 

a way that they contribute something 

toward better appearance, service 

and comfort. 

Sanitized shoes may be defined as 
those which have been treated. or 
made out of materials which have 
been treated, in such a way, that they 
increase the value and economy of 
shoes, from the standpoint of the 
wearer. 


“Hygienic” Footwear 
Hygienically clean shoes help 
greatly in) promoting buoyancy of 
spirit, while poorly fitting and un- 


sanitary shoes may cause not only 
mental irritation but also impair thé 
wearers capacity for productive ac- 
tivity. 


There is no part of our wear- 
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The Sanitization of Shoe Leathers 


Article | 


By Frederic L. Hilbert 


Traditionally, for a shoe to be “right” it must meet 
requirements of comfort, appearance and service. 










Now enters a fourth basic requirement for modern 
footwear—"'sanitized’’ or hygienically clean shoes. 
Here is chemistry’s contribution to better footwear. 


ing apparel from which so much 
comfort and service is expected and 
required, as from our shoes, and no 
part of which can cause so much an- 
noyance, embarrassment, and discom- 
fort. Shoes should be sanitized or 
made sanitary, in order that they 
may remain hygienically clean, in the 
sense that they oppose the growth of 
bacteria and fungi. which bring about 
not only the deterioration of shoe- 
making materials but also those that 
bring about the putrefactive decom- 
position of absorbed perspiration and 
the conterminous development of un- 
pleasant odors. 

Until recent years, the three prin- 
cipal requisites of a well-made shoe 
were embodied in the following: 
(1) appearance: (2) service: and 
(3) comfort. At present, however. 
there is a growing tendency to re- 
gard a shoe not only as “a covering 
for the human foot” but also a “sani- 
tary” covering. which will protect 
the foot against both external and 
internal agencies which affect ad- 
versely the appearance, service, and 
comfort of shoes. The idea and im- 
portance of sanitary protection has 
come to the forefront, in connection 





The first of three articles. 





with nearly all types of shoes, rang- 
ing from army service shoes to those 
worn by infants. 

In regard to comfort, no matter 
how well a shoe may appear or how 
much service it may seem to promise 
the purchaser, it is quickly discarded 
if it proves te be uncomfortable or 
causes any form of foot trouble. It 
has been well said that. “Nothing 
leads to fatigue and nervous exhaus- 
tion so quickly as wearing uncom- 
fortable shoes.” 

Properties of Perspiration 

One of the principal and, by far, 
the most common cause of the rapid 
or premature deterioration of shoes 
or, the materials out of which shoes 
are made, is the bacterial or enzy- 
matic putrefactive decomposition of 
absorbed perspiration. 

Although White and Caughley, 
(New Zealand Journal of Science and 
Technology, 1935) reported on the 
deleterious effects of perspiration on 
vegetable tanned insole leather, and 
A. Colin-Russ (Journal of Hygiene, 
1935) stated that “human sweat grad- 
ually detannizes chrome leather to 
the extent that after two months it 
will no longer stand the boil test,” it 
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' amounts to 


was not until 1936 that the author of 
this present work pointed out the 
basic cause and the means of pre- 
venting the deterioration of shoe- 
making materials, due to the bacte- 
rial and enzymatic putrefaction of ab- 
sorbed perspiration. (Hine ANbD 
LEATHER AND SHOES, May 9, 1936.) 

By perspiration is meant the ex- 
cretion, through the pores of the skin, 
of a mixture of fluids from the sudor- 
iferous or sweat-glands and from the 
sebaceous or fat-glands. These glands 
are present, in great numbers, in the 
subcutaneous adipose or the fat tis- 
sues of the skin. It has been esti- 
mated that the number of 
ducts or pores on the surface of the 
soles of the feet averages from 2.700 
to 3,500 per square inch. The amount 
of perspiration excreted by the soles 
of the feet, under normal conditions, 
about 14.3. mg. per 


sweat- 


‘square inch, per hour. “During warm 


weather or under moderate exercise 


‘the amount may more than double 
this value.” (R. G. Mitton 
iJ .1.S.L.7.C., Oct., 1947). 

_ The sudoriferous or sweat glands, 
under the microscope, appear to be 
coiled sacs, having spiral ducts which 
dead to the surface of the skin. These 
ducts open into the hair follicles, at 
a point above the ducts which lead 
from the sebaceous or fat glands. 
The latter excrete an oily. unctuous 
substance called sebum which gives 
tone and lustre to the hair. On the 
palms of the hands and the soles of 
the feet. where hair does not grow. 
the sudoriferous glands. in addition 
to perspiration, excrete an oily fluid 
which performs the function of keep- 
ing the skin soft. These oily exu- 
dates are subject to rancidification 
and therefore give rise to the rancid 
odor which accompanies the putre- 
faction of perspiration. 

The sweat glands serve the human 
mechanism in several ways, the prin- 
cipal of which is the excretion of 
certain of the waste products of the 
blood. Another function is the con- 
trol of the temperature of the body, 
by the regulation of the rate of evap- 
oration of water from the skin or 
surface of the body. Thus, the sani- 
tizing of shoes should not entail the 
use of any substance which could. 


in any way, interfere with the normal 


biological processes involved in the 
excretion of perspiration. 
Injury to Leather 


One of the principal constituents 
of perspiration and the one which 
might be expected to bring about the 
rapid deterioration of vegetable 


tanned insoles is urea, Urea is one 
of the principal organic constituents 
of both perspiration and urine. 

In an article on the subject of the 
“Action of Urea on Leather” 
(J.A.L.C.A., Jan., 1947), K. H. Gus- 
tavson stated: “The strong detanning 
and peptizing action of urea solution 
on vegetable tanned leather may ex- 
plain the cumulative deteriorating 
effect of human foot perspiration on 
bark tanned insole leather. frequently 
observed.” And, furthermore, “dried 
urea-treated bark leather is brittle 
and very similar to perspiration-de- 
teriorated bark leather.” In regard 
to the action of urea on chrome 
leather, Gustavson (loc.cit.) states: 
“Solutions of urea, 4 to 8M in 
strength, do not detrimentally affect 
regular chrome leather  (cationic- 
chrome type.) Chromium compounds 
are not removed by the treatment. nor 
is the hydrothemal stability de- 
creased.” In other words, “Leathers 
of chrome and formaldehyde tan- 
nages are inert towards concentrated 
solutions of urea.” Naturally the 
physical and chemical properties of 
vegetable tanned and chrome tanned 
leathers differ. in a great many re- 
spects. Although urea solution has 
little or no effect upon chrome tanned 
leather, perspiration has a powerful 
destructive action upon full-chrome 
tanned upper leather. 

Gustavson observed that: “Leathers 
tanned with wattle and quebracho 
extracts showed the greatest stability 
and do not lose their leather char- 
acter by the urea treatment. Leather 
tanned with valonia, myrobalans, 
sumac, and chestnut extracts 
do not resist the detanning and de- 
structive action of urea.” And finally, 
“most of them were partly 
tinized and practically detanned by 
urea treatment.” 

The author of this present work 
has stated, on several occasions. that 
the catechol tannins, such as man- 
grove, wattle, and quebracho. pro- 
duce leather which is more resistant 
to the deteriorating effects of ab- 
sorbed perspiration than the pyrogal- 
lol tannins, such as valonia, myro- 
balans, sumac and chestnut. For ex- 
ample, the author (J.4.L.C.A.. Nov. 


1940, p. 540) in connection with a 


QIvs 
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wood 


gela- 





study on the effects of mildew on 
leather brought out the fact that. as 
a general rule, most of the catechol 
tannins have low sugar contents and, 
for this reason, are not susceptible 
to fermentation, while most of the 
phrogallol tannins have, in compari- 
son, high sugar contents and, there- 
fore, they are susceptible to fermen- 
tation and loss of tannin, by bae- 
terial and enzyme activity. This is 
true not only of tanning liquors but 
also of the leather tanned by them. 

After years of experimentation, a 
large distributor of shoes found that 
insoles tanned with catechol tannins 
are more resistant to perspiration 
than are those tanned with mixtures 
of pyrogallol tannins. In regard to 
the lack of resistance to the deter- 
iorating effects of absorbed perspira- 
tion it should be noted that such 
leathers contain more water soluble 
or loosely bound tannin. For ex- 
ample. “chestnut tanned leather is 
least resistant to hydrolysis, at any 
pH.” (Whitmore and Downing. 
J.A.L.C.A., May, 1947) 

Returning to the subject of the 
action of urea vege- 
table and chrome tanned 
reported by Gustavson (loc. cit.). 
it should be stated that his observa- 
tions and conclusions could have 
been readily predicted. For ex- 
ample, urea is a highly reactive sub- 
stance, it can be hydrolyzed both in 
the absence and presence of enzymes. 
(Werner. The Chemistry of Urea. 
1923). The chemical activity of urea 
is well-known, in connection with the 
condensation of phenolic compounds. 
such as the tannins. Wattle. man- 
grove, and quebracho are classified 
as condensed tannins. while myro- 
balans. sumac, and chestnut are clas- 
sified as hydrolyzable tannins. From 
this. it should be quite evident that 
the former or catechol tannins are 
less susceptible to condensation than 
are the latter or pyrogallol tannins. 

In the chrome tanned 
leather. urea alone would not be ex- 
pected to have any detannizing 
action or any other serious detri- 
mental action. However, perspiration 
has a definite detanning action. Ac- 
cording to A. Colin-Russ (J./.S.L.7.€. 
Oct... 1947) “the different constit- 
uents of perspiration exercise dif- 
ferent orders of reaction against full 
chrome leather, and this is true ir- 
respective of the class, whether glace 
kid. box calf, brown grain, willow 
calf, etc.. and of the chromium ox- 
ide content.” 


solutions on 
leathers 


case of 


(Part 2 of this series will appear in 
the issue of April 9.) 
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NEW CHEMICALS IN TANNING 
Soaking 
By Paul |. Smith 


e.g. propylated naphthalene sulphon- 


compounds but interest is centered 
ates. are powerful dispersing agents, 


ODERN chemical industry is 


making available an increasing 
number of chemical specialties for 


only on those possessing pronounced 
surface active properties, 
The lowest members of the group. 


the intermediate compounds are wash- 
ing and foaming agents and the high- 


use by the tanner. In a short series 
of articles the author intends to in- 
troduce some of the more important 
of recent tannery chemicals and to b> 2g | 
describe in detail their main proper- Hog, EL a | 





ties and applications. References to A, 
chemicals will not be chiefly in terms aa a " we by 

of pure chemistry but rather as prac- PAN Y\ <—/ q(x 
€ a, he A J \ 


. anes Dat f Anecdote by: 
tical notes designed for use to tan- |) Men, 
ners in their daily work. To the Kr, ps CHARLES PROCTOR 


} 
leather manufacturer. 


-~ 


terest if it points the way towards 
greater efficiency and economy, and 
the cutting down of time required 
for processing. 

Soaking Agents 

The first tanning is 
soaking and here one finds that 
several improvements can be made 
possible by use of the following chem- 
ical products: 

1. Wetting agents able to speed 
the water absorbing property of the 
skin without in anyway promoting 
hydrolysis or solubilisation of the 
valuable hide substance. 

2. Alkalis able to accelerate the 
soaking process, particularly when 
dry hides are handled, to give well 
hydrated and soft skins. 

3. Disinfectants able to prevent or 
control bacterial action at very low 
concentrations, 

The most important of the organic 
synthetic detergents are the sodium 
alkyl sulphates and the alkyl aryl sul- 
phonates. The former include the 
following: sodium methyl sulphate: 
sodium ethyl sulphate: sodium propyl 
sulphate: sodium  capryl sulphate: 
sodium butyl sulphate; sodium amyl 
sulphate: sodium hexyl sulphate: 
sodium decyl sulphate: — sodium 
lauryl sulphate: sodium myristyl 
sulphate: sodium cetyl sulphate and 
sodium stearyl sulphate. 

The first six are used as dis- 
persing agents, while sodium capryl 
sulphate. sodium decyl sulphate and 
sodium lauryl sulphate are foaming 
and wetting agents and sodium lauryl 
sulphate, sodium myristyl sulphate, 
sodium cetyl sulphate and sodium 
stearyl sulphate are washing agents. 
The alkyl aryl salphonates include a 
very wide range of complex chemical 


process in 
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ANY years ago when I 

was manager of the Island 
Falls Tannery in Maine, a 
unique method of hauling bark 
in the winter time was being 
tested. I had no idea what the 
method or equipment consisted 
of, but I wanted to see how it 
differed from the sleigh-hauling 
method then in use. 

I took one of the company 
sleighs and started for the 
wood lot, my horse trotting 
along the narrow road leading 
to the camp where the bark 
was peeled. The horse had 
been jogging this route for 
years, so I let him go the course 
on his own as I, wrapped tightly 
in warm blankets, fell into a 
half snooze. 

Suddenly, out of the stillness 
of the virgin forest, came the 
eerie blast of a shrill whistle. 
Around the curve of the road, 
puffing from its swollen sides 
and belching steam, came a 
great iron monster. The horse 
reared on its hind legs with a 
frightening snort that abruptly 
wakened me. In one sudden, 
perfect move he turned com- 
pletely around in that narrow 
road, throwing me clear of the 
sleigh and galloped: crazily 





The Monster 


back toward the livery stable. 

Fortunately I landed right 
side up with the old buffalo 
robe wrapped around me. 
Frightened stiff I lay there, 
waiting breathlessly for the 
horror to come upon me. With 
the belching steam of the ‘‘mon- 
ster" practically on my neck I 
jerked myself to my feet. 

And there I saw it face to 
face—the New Method. Look- 
ing like a regular steam en- 
gine, and making fully as much 
noise, this locomotive, half on 
tractors and half on sleigh run- 
ners, hauled four double-run- 
ner platform sleds behind it— 
each sled with ten cords of 
bark. Our tannery peeled from 
20,000 to 25,000 cords yearly, 
ordinarily using sixty pairs of 
horses which hauled the same 
load over a much longer time, 
to say nothing of the cost of 
feeding and care of the animals. 

Thus the machine and the 
New Method was a drastic in- 
novation. It was the very first 
Steam Hauler used to convey 
bark. Thus the “monster,” as 
so often happens in technologi- 
cal progress, proved a boon to 
lift the burden from the backs 
of beasts and men alike. 

















est members are emulsifying and 
softening agents. The detergents are 
characterised by excellent and rapid 
washing ability at low concentrations 
(0.2 ) and ability to act as insecti- 
cides and fungicides. They are most 
useful for industrial cleaning jobs 
where washing has to be carried out 
in acid, alkaline or neutral solutions. 

The esters of sulphosuccinic acid 
(Aerosol compounds) include some 
of the most powerful wetting agents 
vet produced commercially e.g. the 
dioctyl ester of sodium sulphosuccinic 
acid. Generally speaking the sul- 
phonated esters of alcohols and 
dibasic acids have a much greater 
wetting power than alkyl aryl sul- 
phates, sulphated esters of fatty alco- 


FATA 


“It's Great Steff 


as a STUFFING AGENT” 


— say Tanners everywhere 


MALMSTROM WOOL GREASE in the new Pale non-darkening 
shade is a great aid to tanners preparing leather for uppers and 
soles. It effectively stuffs and waterproofs leather, has a negligible 
odor, and is easier to work with. Tanners agree that MALM- 
STROM'S WOOL GREASE is ideal because of its smoother texture 


and greater uniformity. Try it on your next batch of leather. Sam- 


ples and prices upon request. 


‘J wool 


TANNERS GRADE 


hols. secondary alcohol sulphates, 
sulphated fatty acid esters and amides 
and fatty alcohol sulphates. The in- 
dustrial uses of sulphated esters of 
alcohols and dibasic include 
employment for stripping wall paper, 
soaking agents for leather. hair sham- 
poos and textile auxiliaries, 

Sodium sulphonate is of some. in- 
terest as a wetting agent for dry hides 
and skins. The commercial product 
is a dark brown liquid containing 
approximately 30‘ sodium sulphon- 
ate. 5 sodium sulphate, 0.5‘ poly- 
merized sulphonate and the remain- 
der water and a trace of oil. It is a 
cheap compound possessing complete 
water solubility. slight solubility in 


acids 


GREASE 


[7 





N. I. MALMSTROM « CO. 


America’s Largest Processor of Wool Fat and Lanolin 


147 LOMBARDY ST., BROOKLYN 22, N.Y 


444 W. GRAND AVE., CHICAGO 10, ILL 


SALES AGENTS— 


TES. Cleveland 14. Ohio 


RTIN HOYT & MILNE, San Francisco 4, Los Angeles 13, Calif 


COMMERCIAL CHEMICALS, INC. Buffalo N.Y 


EK. MASKELL, Detroit, Michigan 
Portland 9. Oregon, Seattle 4, Washington 


mineral oil and compatability in acid 
solutions. 

The quaternary ammonium com- 
pounds are of growing interest to 
tanners, and when their price is 
lowered they may eventually find 
employment as a combined wetting 
and disinfecting agent. Lauryl pyridi- 
num chloride is probably the most 
important member of the group and 
apart from its pronounced wetting 
property, it is a good bacteriostatic 
agent being potent against both gram- 
positive and gram-negative organ- 
isms. It is important here to note 
that quaternary ammonium com- 
pounds, being cationic agents, must 
not be used with soap or other 
anionic washing compounds, other- 
wise precipitation takes place and 
the value of the cationic detergent 
is greatly diminished. 

In the washing and scouring of 
woolskins for rugs, clothing and foot- 
wear purposes the use of synthetic 
detergents and surface active agents 
is recommended. There is now avail- 
able for use a paste consisting of a 
combination of a sulphonated amide, 
together with a petroleum hydro- 
carbon sulphonate. This readily pro- 
duces large quantities of stable suds, 
which will maintain themselves at 
temperatures exceeding 250 deg. F. 
(a temperature never likely to be 
encountered in the tannery). The 
product in solution is resistant to 
hard, soft and sea water, strong 
alkalis and mild acids, 


Alkalis 

Turning now to alkalis, one of 
the most interesting and promising 
of the new soak alkalis is sodium 
terrasulphide. This is generally avail- 
able as a clear dark red concentrated 
aqueous solution containing 44 per- 
cent by weight of the alkali. It is a 
comparatively new industrial chemi- 
cal easily soluble in water to give 
only a mildly alkaline solution. Sodi- 
um tetrasulphide has a decided and 
positive acceleration effect upon the 
soaking of dry hides and skins since 
it shortens the period of soaking and 
gives a well-hydrated and soft skin. 
Sodium tetrasulphide is actually a 
depilatory and if used in concentra- 
tions greater than 0.3 percent the 
hair becomes loosened without being 
itself injured. This polysulphide is 
particularly recommended when soak- 
ing dry hides and skins and causes 
real hydration and swelling. Although 
there is a certain amount of solu- 
bilising of protein matter this is not 
serious, and, in any case is less than 
is encountered with other alkalis. 

Some interest is being aroused in 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Industrial Belt 


Figure | introduces something im- 
portant to more enduring power 
transmission belts. These belts suffer 
terrific load strains generating fric- 
tion and heat. Heat has a burning 
effect that deteriorates leather and 
fabrics. The effect of heat is to com- 
press and make brittle and hard belts 
of this construction. 

As a pre-requisite, all belts of the 
kind illustrated are composite in that 
they are made in layers or sections. 
These layers may be rubber. fabric 
of various kinds rubber treated, leath- 
ef, even plastic or steel wire may 
be incorporated, but usually the struc- 
ture is based on several different 
layers of rubberized fabric. and these 
are of equal texture. 

Figure | indicates by the U cut- 
outs in the bottom that this type of 


: 


power transmission belt is designed 
to leave a grooved pulley onto a flat 
surfaced pulley, or conversely. This 
means additional cause of heat to 
increase the brittleness and hardness 
through compression caused by the 
frictional heat. 


The heat is generated in the re- 
quired deforming of the belt: that is, 
the belt receives a constant slapping 
action when attacking and leaving 
the curved surface of the pulley s. the 


source of all heat and subsequent 
degeneration in the belt. 

Figure 1 discloses five layers of 
structure. The second from the top. 
a layer of cords, can be ignored so 
far as this new construction goes. 
But not so the top layer and the two 
bottom layers. In short, the entire 
idea of increasing the life span of a 
belt of this type is to make only 
the top layer of hard and firm ma- 
terial in contrast to much softer and 
more yielding materials for the other 
bottom layers. These two softer lay- 
ers require less friction to shape to 
the pulleys. The reduction of the re- 
sistance means less heat generated. 
and the reduction of the heat means 
no deterioration of the material, and 
the subsequent longer life of the belt. 

Figure 2 offers @ more conven- 
tional appearance of the same con- 
struction based on the simple law of 
increasing the life span of a belt 
through more flexibility or mobility 
of the inner surfaces of the belt con- 
volving about the pulley. 

(Source: Pat. No. 2,417,510; Gates 
Rubber Co... Denver, Colo.) 


Tannery 
Floor Surfacer 


Known as Resn-X Flooring. a new 
type of floor surfacing material is 








Maquina glaseadora de lecho horizontal 
esta es la Maquina de mayor aceptacion 


para Glasear Badanas y Becerros. 


Podemos suministrar una Maquina de 


Lecho Inclinado, si asi se prefiriese. 


THE TURNER TANNING MACHINERY CO. 


PEABODY, MASS., E. U. DE A. 
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said to be strongly resistant to most 
acids, alkalis, oils, fats, syrups and 
other caustic substances commonly 
used in tanneries. Resn-X can be 
easily brushed or troweled over any 
type of floor and provides a wear- 
resistant surface which, it is claimed, 
“will put an end to chemical and 
solvent attack.” It is non-slip and 
a top electrical insulator. The ma- 
terial comes ready-mixed in 6-gallon 
containers and in three colors—red, 
green and gray. Coverage per gal- 
lon is about 60 square feet for 
1/32” thickness, and 30 square 
feet at 1/16” thickness. It can be 
walked on after six hours. dries hard 
for full traffic after 24 hours. 
(Source: Rock-Tred Corp., 627 W. 
Washington Blvd., Chicago 6, IIL.) 


Improved 
Flaying Device 

A device designed to insure fault- 
less skinning of cattle in a fraction of 
the time required for hand opera- 
tion will be on display at the “Ger- 
many 49—Industry Show™, Rocke- 
feller Plaza. New York City, to be 
held from April 9 to 24. 

The Biaz flaying 
lightweight. portable 
@laimed by the manufacturers to re- 


apparatus, a 
device. is 





The hiaz tlaying apparatus, designed to 
insure faultless skinning of cattle in a 
fraction of the required for hand 
operation, 


time 


duce losses and waste due to faulty 
cutting to a minimum. Powered by 
a small, 40/60 watt electric motor, 
it has a 5/16” flexible shaft approxi- 
mately 10 feet long, permitting the 


worker complete freedom of move- 
ment, 

Almost complete elimination of 
torque is accomplished by means of 
the cutting principle employed—the 
toothed circular knives, operating at 
a speed of 5000 revolutions per min- 
ute, are counter-rotating. Effortless 
handling with a minimum of pressure 
in ripping up operations is possible 
due to the construction of the cutting 
knives. The teeth are blunt on the 
periphery with sharp surfaces between 
the sides of the teeth, so that the 
knives work easily between the flesh 
and the hide. 

The device has a comfortable hand 
grip and is equipped with a safety 
guard for the thumb and forefinger. 

The manufacturer has been spe- 
cializing in this type of equipment 
for fifteen years and has made suc- 
cessful practical tests of the device 
in slaughter houses, meat and sausage 
factories, 

(Source: Schmid and Wezel. Maul- 
bronn, Germany. 


Detergent 


Initial reports from users of Sul- 
framin E Liquid indicate that the 
synthetic detergent lives up to the 
strong claims originally made by its 
manufacturers. 

Sulframin E Liquid is a modified 
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TANNING MACHINERY and EQUIPMENT 


POSITIVE BRUSHING 


— MODERATELY PRICED — 


WRITE FOR DETAILS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS ON THIS MACHINE 
WITH MODERN COMPACT DRIVE, 
EQUIPPED WITH BALL BEARINGS 
AND LARGE CAPABLE EXHAUSTER. 


SINCE 1889 


SILENT IN OPERATION 


OLEAN, N. Y. 
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In Channel Cementing, too, 


there’s an Adhesive that’s 
made for your operations ! 


Whatever your needs for 
efficient general shoemak- 
ing cements, look to your 
For your Making Room... here are three United sales representative for helpful 
adhesives for Channel Cementing to meet __ counsel and a dependable source of supply. 
varied requirements—and meet them well! Ask him for your copy 
@ Be Be Bond (SOLVENT) 510 —This medium. Of “6*€ Adhesives”, an 

fast drying cement made with smoked sheet _ easy-to-read, 8-page bro- 


rubber meets the requirements for Jeather —chure of facts on dozens 
soles. It may be applied by hand or machine. 











of high quality adhe- 

@ Be Be Bond (SOLVENT) S-737—A neoprene gives for shoemaking. 
cement for leather sole channels having out- 
standing bond and tack. 


@ Be Be Bond (SOLVENT) L-8 — This white crepe 
rubber cement for rubber sole channels is light 
in body, tacky and dries fast with a very strong Be Be Tex Cements 
bond. Products of B B Chemical Co. 
UNITED SHOE MACHINERY CORPORATION * BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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alkyl aryl liquid, having exceptional 
hard-water and lime-soap stability as 
well as excellent foaming, wetting, 
and detergent qualities. It is very 
stable and more effective in the 
presence of acids and alkalis than 
other alkyl aryl sulfonates. 

Sulframin E, prepared as a clear 
amber-colored liquid, is available in 
drums, tankwagons, and_tankcars. 
Catalogs, including full description 
of Sulframin E, as well as of other 
Ultra-developed synthetic detergents. 
are available upon request. 

(Source: Ultra Chemical Works. 
Inc.. Paterson. N. J.) 


Leather Renewer 


Restoring much of the original 
beauty to all old leather products ex- 
cept suede, a new leather cream is an- 
nounced which is put up in a tube 
and is applied with fingers or soft 
cloth. 

Called MOROCCO LEATHER 
CREAM, this product is claimed to 
rejuvenate old book bindings. sad- 
dies. bridles, athletic equipment, 
gloves, shoes, boots, handbags. jack- 
ets. leather furniture and other leather 
nems. 








The cream, says the manufacturer. 
is neutral and will not harm gold or 
silver lettering, nor will it bleed or 
fade colors; it is non-toxic, non-alka- 
line and non-acid. 

It is claimed to be the only leather 
cream that will replace natural fats. 
oils and waxes dissipated through 
age and oxidation. (Source: Honey 
Mead Products, Signal Hill Rd., Bar- 
rington. Illinois.) 


Soakings ... 
(Continued from page 20) 


sodium pentaborate. This is a cry- 
stalline powder finding important de- 
tergent applications. It is soluble in 
cold water and gives a slightly al- 
kaline solution of pH 7.95. Other 
interesting soak-chemicals include the 
salts of pyrophosphoric or meta- 
phosphoric acids. The use of calgon 
ensures a faster take-up of water 
without the swelling that is obtained 
with alkali and acid solutions. Dried 
hides or skins may be made ready 
for liming in a little more than half 
the usual time simply by adding 
enough calgon to make up a 0.05 per- 
cent to 0.25 percent solution. 

Of the more important bactericides 
and fungicides, such chemicals as 
sodium pentachlorophenate and_par- 
anitrophenol are of growing interest 
and mercuric chloride is still favored 
for including soaks, provided 500 
parts of the chemical per million 
parts of solution are used. The dis- 
advantage of mercuric chloride is that 
it is best used in a slightly acid soak 
liquor, whereas, of course, the pref- 
erence today is for alkaline soak 
liquors to be employed. 








ARKOTA\ 


Reg. U.S. Pat. Off 
A Universal Syntan 


An all purpose syntan made in types suitable for 
vegetable, chrome, alum and formaldehyde tan- 
nages. Imparts a fine silky grain to the leather with 
increased roundness and improved tensile strength. 
An excellent mordant for dyeing calf and glove 
leather—produces an even color. A perfect pretan- 
nage for shearlings and all types of white leather. 


Samples and Demonstrations Upon Request. 
> 


*ARKANUM:—For efficient bating. 


*TETRANOL:—A highly efficient wetting agent. 
*Reg. U.S. Pat. Of. 


ARKANSAS CO., Ine. 


ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS 


Newark, N. J. 








DERMABATE COMPOUNDS 
LIQUID EXTRACTS 


HEMLOCK OAK - MANGROVE 
STAINLESS SUMAC - ORDINARY SUMAC 
QUEBRACHO RAPID TAN “G” 


SPECIAL DIPPING EXTRACTS 


Si PF 


AMERICAN EXTRACT CO. 


Manufacturers of the Largest Variety of Vegetable Tanning Extracts 


ESTABLISHED 1887 


PORT ALLEGANY, PA. 


CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVES: 
McArthur Chemical Co., Ltd., 20 St. Pau! St., West, Montreal: 
73 King St., West Toronto 
ENGLISH REPRESENTATIVES: 
Roy Wilson, Dickson itd., 7-8 Railway Approach, London, S. E.1 
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Massachusetts 


@ Kinder Shoe Co., Inc., has been 
granted a charter of coporation in Mil- 
ford by the Mass. secretary of state. 
One hundred shares of common no 
par value stock has been authorized. 
Ruebin M. Winokus is president, Na- 
than Nierman, treasurer, and Norris 
Frank, clerk. 


@ Style-Craft Footwear Corp., Lynn, 
operated by Irving S. Newburg and 
Samuel Zide, was sold at public auc- 
tion March 15 by order of the mort- 
gagee. The auction, conducted by T. 
R. Grossman & Co. included shoe 
machinery and plant equipment. 


@ Zetzel Shoe Co., Lynn, was sold at 
public auction March 17 by T. 
Grossman & Co., auctioneers. The 
firm which produced women’s Cali- 
fornia process shoes made an assign- 
ment to Frank H. Shapiro, Boston. 
All plant equipment and machinery 
plus a large lot of upper leather and 
3000 pairs of leather outsoles was 
sold. 


@ Fuller Fashions Co., mail order 
shoe firm, has opened at Haverhill. 
The company has begun advertising 
on a national scale. 


@ Galray Shoe Co., Lawrence, is now 
preparing some 350 pairs of Blue 
Bonnett shoes to give to St. Ann’s 
orphanage, Methuen, in time for Eas- 
ter. The shoe firm now gives shoes to 
the orphanage every Easter and asks 
that any shoes showing defects be 
returned for study and correction. 


@ Ruth Shoe Co., Newburyport, is now 
making a complete line of fabric shoes 
for summer wear. Company officials 
report that after studying women’s 
footwear in Florida, they decided that 
linen and polka dot shoes would be im- 
portant items on the summer market. 
The firm is making these shoes in all 
colors to retail at $6.00. 


@ Dainty Maid Shoe Co., Haverhill, 
is producing a new line of women’s 
fabric shoes for summer wear. The 
shoes are made of shantung and linen 
in all colors as well as polka dots, 
with and without platforms, and re- 
tail at $10.95. 


New Hampshire 


@ Production of an Army contract 
for some 108,000 pairs russet combat 
boots valued at $633,365 has been 
scheduled at the Claremant plant of 
International Shoe Co. The plant will 
manufacture approximately 25  per- 
cent of an Army contract for 431,000 
pairs valued at $2,533,460 recently 
awarded the company. The remaining 
pairage will be produced at the Mar- 
shall, Mo., plant. 


Maine 


@ Two Army officers, Col. Dote Me- 
Cullough, former shoe manufacturer, 
and Maj. Louis Shapel, will open a 
children’s shoe factory at Biddeford, 
it is reported. Both officers are re- 
tiring from the service. 


@ Belgrade Shoe Mfg. Corp. has set 
an April 4 deadline for citizens of 
Belgrade to raise over $100,000 for 
the construction of a new shoe fac- 
tory. If the fund is raised, the cor- 
poration will begin manufacturing 
operations in the city. 


New York 

@ Craig Glove Co., Gloversville has 
been given an award by Liberty Mu- 
tual Insurance Co. for its safety rec- 
ord over the past five years. The 
plant operated for 150,000 man hours 
during Jan. 1, 1944 to Jan. 1, 1949 
without a lost time accident. 


@ Brooklyn Buff Co., Brooklyn man- 
ufacturers of shoe and slipper trim- 
mings, has moved its office and fac- 
tory to larger quarters at 104 S. 4th 
St., Brooklyn 11. 


@ Miller & Bergman, New York City 
shoe manufacturers, are reported to 
have suspended production temporar- 
ily. The firm has been making 
women’s shoes to retail at $14.95 to 
$16.95 and intends to produce a differ- 
ent type of line. 


@ The National Glove Group has 
elected the following officers: presi- 
dent, Norman Blum, Norman Blum 
Co., Ine.; vice president, Arthur 
Lynch, buyer Sears Roebuck & Co.; 
co-vice president, Charles R. Kovar, 
Julius Kayser & Co.; secretary, Jean- 
nette Connolly, Meyer’s Make, Inc.; 
and treasurer, Helene Soffer, buyer 
Alden’s, Inc. 


@ Rochester Welt Shoe Co.,  Inc., 
Rochester shoe manufacturers, has 
filed a voluntary petition in Bank- 
ruptcy, it is reported. Liabilities are 
listed at $17,321 and assets at $11,326. 


@ Hickok Manufacturing Co., Roches- 
ter, is distributing advertising mate- 


rial to 13,000 retail stores throughout 
the country for a Spring campaign 
which will mark the largest advertis- 
ing campaign in daily newspapers 
during the firm’s 40-year history, ac- 
cording to officials. 


New Jersey 


@ Vogel H. Helmohiz has been ap- 
pointed sales representative for Set- 
on Leather Co., Newark, and will 
cover the Pennsylvania-Maryland ter- 
ritory. He will handle the Seton line 
of black patent leather; Durona and 
Duderoo, side leathers; and white 
Zephyr Buck. 


Pennsylvania 


@ Hussco Shoe Co., Honesdale, has 
taken over a four-story plant in 
Honesdale as part of its expansion 
program. The firm expects to raise 
production from 5000 to 7500 pairs 
daily. 


Michigan 

@ State Leather and Findings Co., 
has been incorporated in Grand 
Rapids under Michigan laws with a 
capitalization of $50,000. 


Hlinois 


@ The “Twain” has met, in the per- 
sons of Arthur C. Trask, Chicago 
dealer in tanning materials, and 
Arthur K. Trask, Honolulu attorney. 
The latter Trask, (no relative) upon 
hearing that Arthur C. Trask of Chi- 
cago was due to arrive in Honolulu 
on the Lurline, Feb. 26, sent a wire 
of greetings as follows: “To Arthur 
Caucasian Trask from Arthur Kanaka 
Trask.” Puzzled Arthur C of Chicago 
was kept in mystery as to who this 
other Trask was until greeted by him 
in person in Honolulu where they com- 
pared ancestors and lineage. 


° 
Ohio 

@ Fred W. Cook was re-elected presi- 
dent of the Gro-Cord Rubber Co., 
Lima, producers of rubber products 
for shoe manufacturers, in the com- 
pany’s annual meeting held in Lima 
recently. 


@ Directors of Mitchellace, Inc., 
Portsmouth, shoe lace manuufactur- 
ers, were re-elected at the annual 
meeting of the stockholders recently. 
They are Mark W. and Homer C. 
Selby, D. D. Mitchell, C. E. Dowling 
and James D. Williams. The organiza- 
tion meeting will be held later, said 
General Manager Mitchell. The firm, 
which was incorporated 47 years ago, 
has 125 employes on its payrolls and 
is turning out 1,000 gross of shoe 
laces daily, Mitchell reported. 
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Leather 
MI AUIRIKIETS 


Entire leather market in state 
of flux. Prices mixed. Sales vary 
from plant to plant. Heavy calf 
and sides firm, light leathers 
weak. Suedes get substantial 
orders. Sole production and sales 
moderate to pcor. Patent prices 
chaotic. 


New York Markets 


Che situation generally is about un 
changed here on upper leathers. Some 
tanners report a little better business 
this week while others can not say 
that they see much change either way 
Buyers are still looking for heavier 
weight large spread leather and_ still 
Wish prompt shipment. Future buying 
is not lively as so many factories re 
port themselves poorly supplied for 
orders. Many are cutting so- 
called fall which indicates a 
rather slack condition in orders at 
hand. Little is heard this year about 
white leather and sales thus far have 
not been large. Vricewise the market 
is unchanged with good tannages of 
elk grain large spread leather, 4 to 
5 ounce quoted 49 to 47¢ and down, 
light-medium weight 44c and down 
Extremes, medium 53c and 
down medium 52c and down 
while on the kips, heavy medium 61¢ 
and down, medium 2c less and light 
58 and down. Lower prices than the 
have been heard according, to 
tannage and the amount of leather 
wanted \ lot of dickering off the 


alre ady 


shoes 


heavy 
with 


above 


list prices is according to 
reports 

Very little price changes have been 
noted in calf. However, as in other 
types of leather, tanners want the 
business and will consider bids off the 
list price. Demiand is still for quick 
shipment but many tanners say there 
is not much of that now as Easter 
shoe manu 


romg on 


is getting too close for 
facturers to get under the wire. List 
prices on suede calfskin, which is still 
the best seller espec ially for women 
weights, range $1.20-$1.10-90¢ and on 
the smooth women’s weights $1.05-95- 
85c. Some on the lower grades are at 
70-90¢ 
market continues slow al- 
some tanners report more in- 
The garment and nov 
elty trade is very slow. Combination 
tanner sheepskin is quoted 26¢-24¢ 
22¢ with chrome tanned 2 to 3c higher; 
these lists are subject to dickering and 
price concessions are said pos 
sible according to footage wanted, etc 
Garment sheep is quoted 18 to 1% 
with the best held at around 22¢ 
\ very brisk demand for alligator 
leather, with interest centered on the 
smaller size for shoes Che bulk of 
this leather is being produced from do 
demand tor 
reported as 


Sheep 
though 
terest recently 


SOME 


alligators Che 
snakes has been 
quite good in all colors. Prices show 
a considerable spread and range all 
the way from $1.40 to $2.55 per skin, 
as to quality, ete Some interest 1s 
noted in certain types of pythons and 


mest 
whip 


various prices are quoted as to origin 


LEATHER: ITS PRICE AND TREND 


THIS 
WEEK 
95-1.10 
80-1.02 

.00-1.20 
50-75 
50-75 
48-56 

18-20 
50-55 
45-51 
44-48 
58-61 
32-35 
48-52 
38-44 


KIND OF LEATHER 
CALF (Men's HM) 
CALF (Women's) 

CALF SUEDE 

KID (Black Glazed) 

KID SUEDE 

PATENT (Extreme) 
SHEEP (Russet Linings) 
KIPS (Corrected) 
EXTREMES (Corrected) 
WORK ELK (Corrected) 
SOLE (Light Bends) 
BELLIES 

SHOULDERS (Dble. Rgh.} 
SPLITS (Lt. Suede) 
SPLITS (Finished Linings) 20-23 
SPLITS (Gussets) 18-19 
WELTING (!/ x '/g) 8 
LIGHT NATIVE COWS 24-25 


1948 
HIGH 
30-1.48 
.40-1.48 
45-1.90 
70-90 
70-90 
76-82 
23-25 
70-75 
60-65 
56-60 
90-95 
44.47 
65-67 77-80 
39-41 41-45 
21-23 21-23 27 
18-19 18-20 21-22 
8V/4 10-10!/> H1-11'/y 
241/>-25 24-241/, 33 


MONTH 
AGO 
95-1.10 
85-1.05 
.00-1.25 
55-80 
50-75 
53-63 
18-20 
52-57 
45-50 
47-50 
63-67 
34-38 
54-57 
38-44 


YEAR 
AGO 
95-1.10 
88-98 

.00-1.30 
60-85 
65-82 
45-56 
19-23 
55-61 
48-51 
45-50 
70-76 
36-38 


All prices quoted are the range on best selection of standard tannages 


using quality rawstock. 
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at $2.10 to $3.75 per yard. Java py 
thons which are very fine quality sell 
in the highest brackets. As to lizards 
the so-called alligator skins from South 
\merica have been in best demand 
The 734 to 8 inch skins bring around 
10¢ per inch to slightly higher while 
the larger or 9 to 12 inch skins bring 
is high as 1l3c per inch. Java king 
lizards are said to be quite popular 

lanners report a better demand for 
soles some weeks ago. Sales were 
helped by the recovery in hides. Heavy 
facctory bends, tannery run, 60 to 63¢ 
with many sales at 60 to 6le. Bellies 
are quoted 34c¢ for cows and 35¢ for 
steers but some quote Ic to 2c less 
Single shoulder heads off 47c¢, heads on 
43¢ and double round shoulders  56« 
and up 


Sole Leather 


Boston tanners report mixed conditions 
Kven most active tanneries need more 
business. Prices generally soft. De 
mand for heavy leather continues better 
than that for medium and light. Slight 
increase in light interest. Standard tan 
nage light bends quoted at 59 to 6le 
Dithcult to appraise mediums, probably 
between 58 and 60c. Heavies bring 
around 60c, a cent up or down in some 
sales 

\lthough there is a_ better feeling 
in the Midwest, prices have been hold- 
ing. Demand for bends is more evenly 
distributed over the heavy, medium and 
light weights. Prices are at 62¢ on 
heavies, 63c on mediums and 64¢ on 
lights Chrome-tanned leather con 
tinues slow. Tanners report prices at 
71 to 73c for the No. 3 grade, 81 to 
S2c for the No. 2 grade, and from 82 
to 85e on the No. 1. Finders’ bends, 
9 to 11 iron, sell from 79, 72 to 64¢e, 
and from 8&5, 78 to 69¢ on 11 irons 
and up. Women's bends from 81 to 
82¢ 

Philadelphia sole tanners have ex 
perienced an upsurge in business. Eve- 
ryone maintains that conditions are 
still not what they should be for this 
time of the vear. Factory bends showed 
increased sales and findings were fair- 
ly active. Substitute for leather bot- 
tom stock were giving the usual com 
petition and even with leather prices 
showing general reductions, shoe fac- 
tories were buying substantial quanti 
ties of synthetics. Repair leather sales 
are causing expressions of concern 
trom some quarters who feel that find 
ings should sell in’ considerably in 
creased quantities to carry the tanner 
through this season 


Sole Leather Offal 


Little activity in Boston market. Few 
substantial sales made. Bellies hold to 
levels of last week. Up to 35¢ paid for 
small quantities of steers, up to 33c¢ for 
cows. Various lots bring less according 
to worth. Single shoulders with heads 
on quoted at about 40c for lights, some 
ask a cent more. Many to be had at 
less when weight and tannage dictate 
Double rough shoulders slow with up 
to 52c paid for small quantities. One 
quotation reads 53, bulk of business 
nearer 50 and often below 

Midwestern tanners continue to re- 
port both steer and cow bellies are 
vetting the best demand. Prices at 37c 
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on steer bellies and 36c on cow. bel- 
lies. Steer heads sell from 18 to 2lec, 
but trading is said to be light. Single 
shoulders, heads off, quoted 51 to 54e 
and with heads on at 44 to 49c. Double 
rough shoulders, tannery run sell in 
a range of 60 to 61¢ 


Cut Stock 


From all indications, business in 
men’s and women's cut stock in the 
Midwest has slowed up. Recent price 
drops in both men’s and women’s cut 
soles did not attract the amount of 
new business anticipated. Fine grade 
men’s in irons from & to 10, are quoted 
at 80, 74, 69, 63 and 60; Semi-fine 75° 
70, 66, and 57c, and No 1 scratch 68, 
62, 60, 56 and 53c. In women’s weights 
of 6 to 8 irons, fines are quoted at 
45¢ down to 40c; semi fines from a 
high of 43c to as low as 37c, with No 


1 seratch from 40 to 33« 


Welting 


Joston manufacturers quote regular 
Goodyear welting at 8c for '2 by 1% 
inch stock. New business poor. Buyers 
watch shoulder market and hammer for 
lower priced welting Makers claim 
present welting prices always step below 
replacement. Specialty welting gets mod 
erate call. Synthetic welting does well, 
demand for lower priced welts offers it 
wider field. In  stitchdowns, it’s widest 
field, use fluctuates only with production 
ot that type of shoe. Novelty synthetic 
welting finds fair to good demand in 
McKay field. Rubber and plastic welt 
ing, as distinguished from other = syn 
thetic stock, has but moderate call 


Calf Leather 


Widespread use of kips and small ex- 
tremes by traditional users of calf con 
tinues as calf prices hold fairly firm. 
This week makers of men’s” weights 
face dilemma. Demand poor, raw skins 
strong. Top selections move well enough 
to hold firm while poorer selections ac- 
cumulate and sales come only with con- 
cessions. Women’s weights find new de- 
aa becomes slower. Prices wobble. 
Suede calf quoted at 1.25¢ and down but 
sales sometimes made at slightly less. 
Some substantial sales made for fall 
shoes. 

Despite recent strengthening in the 
rawstock market, Midwestern tanners 
are holding prices unchanged. Prices 
quoted range from $1.01 to $1.05 on 
B grade women's weights, 95 to 97c¢ 
on C grade, 89 to 90¢ D grade and 8&0 
to 83c on X grade. B grade in men’s 
weights priced at $1.07 to $1.10, C 
grade at $1.03 to $1.05, D grade 95 to 
97c, and X grade 83 to 87. Calf suede 
business is likewise reported as good. 
However, here again, prices do not 
usually compare with every tanners’ 
ideas. No. 1 grade is quoted at $1.26, 
No. 2 at $1.21, and No. 3 from $1.01 to 
$1.14. In many instances, however, 
from 1 to 4c may be added, depending 
upon the quality. 


Kid Leathers 


Black suede continues to be the easi- 
est line to move in the Philadelphia 
kid market. Black glazed has picked 
up but volume sales are lacking. Me- 
dium priced kid in both finishes is by 
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far more popular than either the very 
cheap stock or best grades. 

Call for white glazed is encouraging 
to those tanners who were confident 
that this summer would see a switch 
back to white kid. Everything (from 
fine finishes to less attractive or dur- 
able finishes) is selling fairly actively 
It is now becoming evident that shoe 
manufacturers, as well as tanners, un 
derestimated this season's require- 
ments for white. Last year saw a rush 
on gold kid and an unusual demand for 
dark leathers in cut-out sandal type 
shoes. There is little doubt that the 
gold fad has played itself out and will 
offer no competition in summer shoes. 

Kid for the casual shoe trade is still 
confined to the “idea” stage. Tanners 
are not altogether satisfied with the 
leather that has been offered for sam- 
pling. Efforts to sell kid into the well 
established casual shoe factories are 
persistent 

Colors in glazed are being cut for 
tall shoes. The quantity involved is 


CR RORTANNG 


e z 


small. Suede colors look much better. 
Brown, blue and tan are leading the 
held 

Shipper kid is selling freely at several 
tanneries but the majority of tanners 
find business limited. Those sources 
who have a steady demand for slipper 
stock have expressed the belief that 
if there were more large skins around, 
there would be no trouble finding cus- 
tomers. Black and brown are wanted 
and colors move with ease. 

Spring linings are moving along at a 
steady pace. Right now tanners find 
the best grades in stronger demand 
than mediums and poor 

Boston tanners report quotes unchanged 
Sales, on the other hand, sometimes 
need stimulation that comes only from 
concessions. Strong raw goatskin prices 
put tanner in middle of unpleasant 
squeeze. Best seller suede, by far. Good 
quantities on books for future delivery 
Plack out front but brown does well. 
Opinions differ as to which shade of 
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brown will be most popular. Other shades 
get moderate sampling attention. Black 
glazed slow. Best demand for leather 
between 50 and 75c. Some business done 
at 80c and above. Linings move well in 
grades between 25 and 36c, slowly in 
better grades. Slipper stock gets some 
fair orders for quick delivery. 


Patent Leather 


One of best patent tanners quotes 7&c 
and down on kips, 65¢ and down on 
extremes, 44c and down on sides. We 
hear of no sales made at these prices 
Other quotations start at 68c¢ for kips, 
60c for extremes 40c¢ for sides. Little 
substantial business done. Some tanners 
unloading accumulations, sell) at) much 
lower figures. Only very highest priced 
and very lowest priced shoes now using 
any patent, and then in but small quan 
tities. 


Sheep Leathers 


Little change noted in Boston market 
Linings still best outlet. Prices generally 
unchanged. Best russets for boot lin 
ings bring up to 23c. Shoe linings quoted 
at 22c¢ and down with bulk of business 
done in 12 to l6c range. Export orders 


for very lowest grades small. Colored 


vegetable linings bring 22c and down 
Chrome linings sell well at around 25 
to 26c, moderately ingrades up to 3c 
Other types slow 

The Midwestern market continues 
dull. Popular grades of russets for 
shoes bring from 14 to 18¢ occasion- 
ally. Vegetable colored linings 18 to 
22c, with men’s garment suede priced 
at 26¢. Garment (grain) is quoted at 
26, 24 and 22c, while high colors grain 
garment are figured at 28c 


Side Leathers 


Boston tanners report mixed conditions 
Some good business done on heavy ani 
line types. Fair orders placed for light 
leather in high colors. Elk for stitch 
downs, when priced low enough, moves 
moderately. Heavy aniline still brings 
up to 60¢ for corrected extremes. In 
regular weights standard tannages sell 
for 55¢ and down on kips, 52¢ and down 
on extremes, 47¢ and down on sides 
Some ask slightly more for high colors 

\ fairly active market is noted in both 
kip sides and extremes in the Midwest 
\lthough there is a noticeable im 
provement, tanners’ price lists show no 
changes compared with a week ago 
Soth full grain, MH weight, and full 
grain elk are selling at prices ranging 
from 69, 67, and 65c, with full grain elk 
in the LM & M weights at a penny 
less. Corrected kip sides sell at 58, 56 
and 54c. In extremes, a good seller has 
been work shoe elk at 51, 49, and 47c 
Vegetable extremes quoted 56, 54 and 
§2c. A high of 60c¢ and a low of 52c 
is quoted on moccasin heavy vegetable 
grain extremes, while the full grain 
elk is quoted a cent to 2¢ higher. Cor- 
rected elk and smooth and chrome ex 
tremes are holding at 52, 50, 48 


and 44 


Splits 


Demand tor suedes in Boston market 
good. But tannage has to be right. Leath 
er priced at 44c and down does well 
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Other tannage Yt so ‘Il acceptec res ith on vod dav of or- Ground extract eget 
ther tannages, not 0 well accepted, were spotty with one g¢ day: oF Dawdaved: danas apeuse, 

need more business. Prices not always result of this weak market, curries are 05%; Leal. 

tirm in such tannages. In finished lin trying to liquidate their inventory on Spruce extract, Ib. bbls., 

ings new business small with between raw materials before making replace le.l., 03%; tks. sesseennnnecenennnnnce a 

1) 1 23c ask Reti I . ths., 64406% ; DIS. once 06% 

20) and 23c asked. Retan sole splits get ments Wattle bark extract, solid veces 09.09% 

fair business. Prices vary between 30 

and 40c¢ according to weight and trim Tanners’ Oils 


Work shoe splits still quiet with up te TANNING Cod oil, Nfld., tank ears $1.50, drums....$1.55 
29¢ quoted Castor oil No. 1 C.P. drs. l.c.1. os 23 


Sulphonated castor oil, 75° 19 


Cod, sulphonated, pure 25°, moisture 17 
Ve atu ats Cod, sulphonated, 25°; added mineral 13 
Glove Leathers Cod, sulphonated, 50% added mineral 11 
Linseed, raw tks., drums, c. 1, and 
Fannery production has picked up Tek: .340-.369 
a trifle during the past week but is tsfoot, 20 e7 3 
still far below normal. Rawstock o1 Neatsfoot, 30° C. 
, i i . Neatsfoot, 40° C.T. 
hand could be processed in one month Market Quiet aces €ahe.- adtva: drain 
i all the beam shops were running Neatsfoot, No. 1, drums 
PULLETIN:—Valonea cups, 30-32 Neatsfoot, sulphonated 
percent tannin moved sharply higher Olive, dom. denatured, bbls., gal. 
7 - . Waterless Moellon 
to $90.00 per ton with the asking price Moellon, 20% water 


of beards up to $100.00. Buyer interest Moellon, 25°7 water 


i _ Artificial Moellon, 25% moisture 
was withdrawn from market as prices Chait meatier 


order to sell four hundred dozen. There went up. Common degra 
Neutral degras 


Is no profit in the business \ quiet market prevailed in tanning sisteneien tiie 
oils; tanner commitments were made Salnnndatad: tallow 
only as the supplies were needed Uhe Sponging compound 
market is dull, with prices tending Split oil we 
Sulphonated sperm water 

lower Petroleum Oils, 200 seconds viscosity 

Price advances were registered on Petroleum Oils, 150 seconds viscosity 
Petroleum Oils, 100 seconds viscosity 


Che lower grades of all leathers are 
being offered at distress prices in or 
der to clean them up. Top grades have 
a ready sale but tanners are adverse 
to buying a thousand dozen hides in 


What is charitably referred to as 
the spring season is over and is best 
forgotten. Since costs are more or less 
fixed, fall glove lines will stress quality 
and style with very little reduction in 
price The cheaper lines (<umicdrece myrabolans, influenced by a short sup- 


and work gloves will be able to show ply, brought on by heavy crop damage 
fall Shipments of J.l’s were made at $61.00 


some price reduction. The new fz ; 
colors follow last years pattern to a to $62.00 per ton and one source 
large extent ; quoted as high as $71.00 for April-May 
arg nt ; ; my: 
\s far as in be determined rlov shipment J -'s were listed at $55.00, 
sear ie aa ae ro 1 a and crushed offered at $80.00 per ton 
di va saad ; i a ve ‘ig "A Mangrove bark continues unavail 
si d : SEARS, OF) Se ite ; able and plantation gambier is likewise 
: ‘duc om acute . ; ; 
ty a prin . gistered = in among the scarce items. Buyers in the Frank Haffner 
kiove splits recently, placing prices kur os . t > enrentien : ‘ 
: ! sur an market are exerting a strong : . 
at 20, 19, and 18¢ on No. 1, 2 and 3 ak Se are CXCrUING Ong 80, veteran leather craftsman, 
4 r . : influence on prices, but tanning mate . ie 
grades, respectively. This failed to at rials in general are unchanged died March 14 at his home in Cincin 
: als yeneral are ang fi : 
tract new orders. Regular tannery rut nati, O. Haffner had established a 
rk splits ar oted fi Mir . . s » ree his home many 
glove splits are quoted a flat 2 Raw Tanning Materials hop in the rear ot 0 : 
vears ago after he and his father sold 
Divi divi, shipment, bags. < $68.00-78.00 tl > EF. ; iC. Haffner Tannery in Cin 
: Wattle bark, t 80.00-83.00 Ly hah hea salner 4 y 
Belting Leathers anaes iy _— vs cinnati. Surviving are his wife, Mae; 


Sumac, 28% leaf ae : --» $75.00 hr 
30% leaf . «$80.00 three daughters: a son; and three 


Belting tanners report business none sseesees . oP 
too brisk in rough belting. Small or ee go ope sae Se ureesys $55.00 staters 
ders represent the cautious tvpe ol Valonia Cups, 30-32% guaranteed $90.00 
buying that is now practice Norman L. Woodward 
Rough double shoulders are on the = ; i 
slow side for specialties as well as Chestnut Peat clarified, ‘ 74, a co-founder of the Sterling 
welting. Single shoulders are. selling Rik Lele C7 YET ES pat Last Corp., New York, died March 21, 
freely to manufacturers of cheaper Powdered, bags, c.l. ..... : ve at a Hudson, N. Y. hospital 
Cuteh, solid Borneo, plus duty 2 Mr. Woodward began his career in 


erade shoes “ 
sal Rr Gambier Extract, 25% tannin, s net 
Bellies were sold up at several tan- bbls. ; 09%, .12 the shoe industry working vacations 


neries. In one instance a large quan Hemlock extract, 25% tannin, tk. cars, while a student at the New Jersey En 
tity went to slipper manufacturers. A a" ~~ Apert , : ginecring Institute. Becoming inter 
small inventory on heads was reported Oak hark: 6¢6uct. 2556 tannin, 16 ested in the last business, he gave up 

Curriers claim there was nothing Quebracho extract engineering. He served as shuns man 
doing in flat belting. Other lines, such Solid, ord., basis 63% tannin, c.l., ager and styleman in various last man 
as strapping and hydraulic leathers eden ne ania, 640 tannin. ob ufacturing plants and then formed the 
ders followed by two poor days. As a Liquid, basis 35% tannin, bbls. ¢ firm. ot Daetsch & Woodward, manufac 
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Tanning Extracts 


For distinction 
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© SPRUCE EXTRACT 
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© POWDERED SUPER SPRUCE 
tit 
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ROBESON 


PROCESS COMPANY 


GENERAL OFFICES 
560 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 


OPERATING PLANT AT 
Erie, Pa. 











TABER 
PUMPS 


@ Have been meeting the special 
requirements of the Tannery since 
1859 . . Write for Bulletin TP-629. 


TABER PUMP CO. 
(Est. 1859) 
300 Eim Street Buffalo, N. Y. 














f aed s a 


that ee Cole 
Leather for drum 
tanning, extract- 
ing and oiling. 


Also prepares 
WRINGER both bark and 
chrome tanned sides and whole hides for 
the skiving and splitting machine. 


Quirin Leather Press Co. 
Olean, New York 

















Brazilian Leathers 


Ask 
Schlossinger & Cia. Lida. 


Caixa Postal 917 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 








turer of women’s lasts. He later with- 
drew from this concern and with the 
late Louis Sterling formed the Sterling 
Last Corp., in 1933. 

Surviving are two brothers Aubrey 
and Berresford. 


Walter B. Brown 


... 75, president of the Victor Chem- 
ical Co., Chicago, died March 21, in 
a Chicago hospital. 

A graduate of the University of III- 
inois, he joined Victor in 1903. He was 
named president in 1947, Surviving 
is his widow Antoinette. 


Thomas M. Burns 


. formerly employed as a foreman 
in Abington, Mass. district shoe fac- 
tories, died March 20 at a Rockland 
rest home following an illness of sev- 
eral weeks. He was last employed by 
the John Foote Shoe Co., Brockton. 
Surviving are three sons and several 
grandchildren. 


baad C. Reenitz 

part owner of H. C. Roenitz 
Ga Os nae Wis., wholesale leather 
firm, died March 18. 


LABOIR NIEWS 


The United Shoe Workers of Amer- 
ica, CIO, has re-elected James J. Mit- 
chell as general secretary-treasurer. 
Mitchell, whose present term expires 
in June, will hold office until June, 
1951. His nomination was uncon- 
tested. 

Regional officers elected for two 
year terms are: Territory 1, Massa- 
chusetts, Angelo Georgian; Territory 
2, Maine and New Hampshire, George 
Fecteau; Territory 3, New York, Isa- 
dore Rosenberg: Territory 4, Chicago, 
Julius Crane; Territory 5, Missouri, 
David Wilson. Territorial represent- 
atives will also serve as members ot 
the general executive board. 


United Shoe Workers of America, 
CIO, was winner in two bargaining 
agent elections held recently in Man- 
chester, N. H., by the National Labor 
Relations Board. At Johnson Shoe 
Co., the vote was 244 to 58 in favor 
of the union. Some 302 employes of 
343 eligible voted. At Manchester 
Wood Heel Co., of 78 eligible voters, 
the vote was 50 to 13 in favor of the 
union. 

« ->—— 

Local 262, ‘International Fur & 
Leather Workers Union, CIO, re-elec- 
ted Clarence H. Carr as _ president 
last week. Other officers renamed 
were: James W. Martin and Charles 
Long, vice presidents; Charles Hil- 
dreth, secretary treasurer; Marvin 
Lake, treasurer; and Lansing Mc- 
Crevey, asst. treasurer. 

The union also voted to meet with 
other glove industry unions and seek 
a united front for higher wages. 
Leather workers in the union, now 
negotiating with Fulton County Tan- 
ners Assn., have renewed a demand 
for a 25-cent hourly wage hike and 
other benefits. Present contract ex- 
pires June 30. 

~ = @—- 

The International Glove Workers 
Union of America, AFL, has an- 
nounced the signing of a union label 
agreement with Eisendrath Glove Co., 
Marinette, Wis. The firm operates 
three glove plants now under collec- 
tive bargaining contracts with the 
union. 

- > — 

The National Labor Relations Board 

has set aside a bargaining agent elec- 


tion held July 1, 1948 at the Crad- 
dock-Terry Shoe Corp. plant at Farm- 
ville, Va. Employes voted against 
having the United Shoe Workers of 
America, CIO, represent them. 

The board ruled that the employer 
had interfered with the “free choice” 
of its employes and that “the coercive 
nature of the employer’s conduct is 
patent.” A new election will be sched- 
uled shortly. 

The board upheld findings by a hear- 
ing officer that a foreman improperly 
interrogated employes on how they 
intended to vote and the company 
improperly distributed vacation pay 
the day before the election rather 
than the day after, normal pay day. 
Of 205 eligible votes, 190 cast 133 to 
51 against the union. 

aE Sh 

United Shoe Workers of America, 
CIO, loser by a two-to-one majority 
to the Brotherhood of Shoe and Allied 
Craftsmen in bargaining agent elec- 
tions among 6200 Brockton, Mass. 
shoe and cut sole workers, will main- 
tain its offices in the city. 

Joseph Donahue, organizer, said a 
new contract will be negotiated at 
Victory Shoe Co., only firm in the city 
to vote CIO, as soon as NLRB ecerti- 
fication is obtained. The union will be 
designated as Local 23 

ei Sua 


America’s two top Communists, 
William Z. Foster and Eugene Dennis, 
will be called before a House sub- 
committee to state whether cr not 
they would oppose the U. S. in the 
event of war with Russia. The an- 
nouncement was made by Chairman 
Francis E. Walter (D.) Pa. of the 
House judiciary committee. 

Both Foster and Dennis, chairman 
and secretary of the American Com- 
munist Party, recently stated that 
they would support the Soviet Union 
in war against the U. S. Representa- 
tive Walter proposes to call them 
before his committee as soon as it 
takes up his bill to deprive Com- 
munist party members of their citizen- 
ship, regardless of birthplace. 

“We have had enough of weasel 
worded statements on this question,” 
declared Walter. “It is time we 
brought them before the bar of public 
opinion for a direct answer on their 
loyalty to this country.” 
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HUNDIES and SIKINS 


Big packer market higher on 
exchange and specialty tanner 
buying; movement restricted. 
Small packer and country sellers 
firm up in ideas. Packer calf 
stronger with sales 2c higher. 
Kipskin market quiet. 


Packer Hides 


Activity was restricted, with buying 
limited to exchange traders and spe- 
cialty tanners. Large tanning interests 
were mostly inactive. 

Advances registered in several selec- 
tions, but trade sources were not in- 
clined to recognize the advances as 
an indication of further upward sweeps. 
Packers talking strongly, and offering 
lists were trimmed. The result of two 
strong buying factions entering the 
market at the same time caused a 
bullish turn. The broad tanner interest 
that might be responsible for estab- 
lishing the market at the current levels 
was not present. 

Business consisted of about 40,000 
hides. Native steers were up on most 
selections, but business was confined 
largely to light grubbing lots. Heavy 
native steers sold at 20%c, mixed 
heavies and lights at 20'2c, and lights 
only at 234%c. Extreme light native 
steers sold at 26c f.o.b. Southwestern 
points, equal to 2634 Chicago. 

Heavy cows were up about loc 
when three light grubbing cars sold at 
20'2c. Light cows sold in small vol- 
ume at 24%c for St. Paul hides, up Ic 

3randed cows were up !ec this week 
on restricted business About &,200 
hides sold at 19'2c, mostly by outside 
packers. 

Pacific Coast 
expected 


Further busi- 
trading last 


quiet 
ness following 


week 


Small Packer Hides 


With some big packer selections 
showing upward tendencies, sellers 
have upped their ideas on lighter hides 
Buyers, however, are resisting at- 
tempts towards higher ground, feeling 
that the situation is only temporary, 
and that higher hide prices are not go- 
ing to hold. 

Although there are higher tendencies, 
quotations for small packer allweight 
native steers and cows are unchanged 
Averages around 48 to 50 Ibs., are in 
a range of 18% to 19¢ selected, ac 
cording to quality and weights, f.o.b 
shipping points. Lighter hides are all 
the way up to 23c¢ selected, with some 
seller asking light native cow prices 
of 24c¢ selected for some of the ex- 
tremely light average, good quality 
takeoff, lots. For the most part, what 
little business there has heen, is con- 
fined to prices under 22¢ selected. 
Heavier hides, average, 


s 
55 and 58 Ibs 
are quoted down to 17c selected. De- 
mand for heavy hides has not shown 
any improvement, although weights 
around 50 ths. are getting more play. 


Packer Calfskins 


Another 2c advance in packer calf- 
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skins was registered this week when 
one packer sold a small quantity of 
5,000 new trim Northern heavy calfskins 
at 68'4c, up 2c from previous trading 
in comparable production, and only 
'4¢ less than the asking price. Volume 
was small, however. 

Quotations on packer Northern 
heavy calfskins, untrimmed, are nomi- 
nally 62'%c, with the lights quoted 
nominally at 57%c. These prices 
would be 2c higher if this market fol- 
lows the trading in the new trim skins. 
Packer untrimmed riverpoint takeoff 
skins are nominally at 52!2c for heav- 
ies and 50c for lights 

Packer New York trim calfskins are 
quoted at $3.60 for 3 to 4s, $4.10 for 
4+ to 5s, $4.60 for 5 to 7s, $5.20 for 7 
to 9s. and $8.25 for 9 to 12s. 

Small packer allweight calfskins are 
figured around 45c¢ nominal, although 
some talk has been heard up to 50c¢ on 
better quality lots. 


Packer Kipskins 


Packer kipskins quiet. Market for 
untrimmed skins is quoted 39!2c for 


overweights at 37e. 
case, are 2%c less. 
no new trim skins 


natives with 
Brands, in each 
There have been 
sold recently. 

New York trim kipskins are quoted 
at $9.35 for 12 to 17s, and $9.50 for 
17s and up 


Country Hides 


Country hides continue to hold their 
and despite the higher talk 
in selling quarters, buyers have not 
followed. Interest is definitely slim, 
particularly on heavier selections. The 
lighter hides, if good quality straight 
countries, are getting considerable at- 
tention, but they are hard to find. 

Quotations on the 48/50 Ib. average 
straight country hides in carload lots 
seem to hold around 16 to 16%c flat 
trimmed, f.o.b. shipping points, ac- 
cording to quality. Lighter hides quoted 
up to 18 and 19c flat trimmed, hides in 
that price range weighing as _ little 
as 40 Ibs., average. Heavier hides are 
quoted up to l6c, but down as far as 

cc on the extremely heavy lots, 
flat trimmed. Renderer hides quotable 
c less, with mixed lots figured at frac- 
tional differences, depending upon the 
percentage of renderers in the packs. 
quality locker plant and city 
butcher hides are quoted at slight 
premiums over country hides, depend- 
ing upon the takeoff quality. 


ground, 


Good 


QUOTATIONS 


Present 


Native steers 

Ex. light native steers 
Light native cows 
Heavy native cows 
Native Bulls 

Heavy Texas steers 
Light Texas steers 
Ex. light Texas steers 
Butt branded steers 
Colorado — steers 
Branded cows 
Branded bulls 

Packer calfskins = 
Chicago city calfskins 
Packer kipskins 
Chicago city kipskins 


Week Ago Month Ago 
18%, 20 -23 


Year Ago 


2°19 
16 
181, 
191, 
25 


181, 


HIDE FUTURES 


INC., FUTURES MARKET 


COMMODITY 


Close 

Mar. 23 
June ‘ . 21.60B 
September 21.05B 
December 20.60 
March, 1950 20.00 


EXCHANGE, 


Low Net 
For Week Change 
+50 

+20 


Close High 
Mar. 16 For Week 
21.10-21 22.2 
20.85 21.6 
20.60 21.11 2 
20.10B 20.00 10 


7 
7 


Total sales, 391 lots. 





Brokers 
& 
Tanners’ 
Agent 


210 LINCOLN ST. 
BOSTON !1, MASS. 





Expert 
Receiving 


Service 


TELEPHONE 
HUBBARD 0513 














onrseins 


reenter 





Country Calfskins 


No country calfskins have sold of 
late. Buyers continue to look around 
for a seller who will split his offerings 
and let him select skins the way he 
wants them. The city skin situation is 
slightly better than the countries, but 
the price ideas of buyers are quite 
low. Down to 30c¢ is quoted on some 
cities, with the best prices heard up 
around 35c¢, but purely nominal. Coun- 
try calfskins are quoted nominally 
iround 26 to 

New York trimmed collector calf 
skins are quoted around $3.25 for 3 to 
. $3.75 for 4 to 5s, $4.30 for 5 to 7s, 


r ¢ to Ys, and $7.30 for 9 to 


Country Kipskins 


Country kip is in no better position 
than country calf Buyers are not 
desirous of picking up the country 
kipskins, even at prices as low as 21 
to 22¢. City kipskins bring up to 25c, 
but sellers are not of a mind to take 
that pri teeling that they are worth 
more 

New York trimmed collector kip 
skins are quoted at $8.40 for 12 to 17s, 
and $& for 17s and up 


Horsehides 


lhe horsehide market is unchanged 
small lot business has been noted in 
trimmed hides around 60 Ibs., one sale 
in particular at $8.65 for a good lot of 
mixed renderer and a few slaughter 
hides. This seems to be fairly well in 
line with the majority of quotations 
heard in a range of $8.50 to $8.75, de 
pending upon the quality of the of 
tering Heavier hides, those around 
70 Ibs. are quotable up to $9.00 f.0.b 
shipping points. Untrimmed hides are 
75c higher, around $9.25 to $9.75. ac 
cording to type of production and 
weights. Horse fronts are quiet, most 
sources quoting a range of $6.00 to 
$6.25 for ordinary quality fronts. Butts 
are in tairly good demand in a range 
of $3.25 to $3.50, depending upon sizes, 


basis 22 inches and up 


Wool Pelts 


Phe pelt market has been quiet 
Only one car of pelts moved in re 
ported business, a local seller vetting 
rid of a mixed car of No. 2 and No 


3 shearlings at prices considered steady. 


The No. 2's brought $1.85 to $1.90 and 
the No. 3's $1.50. Big packers have 
very little to offer and find accumu- 
lations slow. The West Coast area 
is the focal point for the majority of 
people in the trade, but nothing has 
been done out there of any conse 
quence. Traders are waiting for the 
beginning business in the spring lamb 
market which should be getting under 
way within a short time 


Pickled Skins 


The pickled skin market is quiet 
Production is extremely light, which 
is fortunate because there is very lit 
tle demand. Last quotations of $9.00 
to $9.50 per dozen hold tor the pickled 
skin market, for big packer produc 
tion 


Dry Sheepskins 


Vhere has been little change. Sell 
ing quarters state that shippers re 
irain from making offerings. Fulton 
County business continues at a mini 
mum and theretore, very little buying 
of rawstock going on 

Che hair sheep markets are firm at 
origin and slow here. Buyers have 
low set views and selling quarters 
state that no two have the same ideas 
of value. The Cape market is firm and 
glovers nominally quoted at 125-126 
shillings for Cape Town abattoirs with 
relatively few offerings 

There have been more ofterings 
coming in from the Red Sea district al 
though asking prices are usually above 
the ideas of buyers here. Some small 
lots of Berberah blackheads, 135-170 
Ibs. for “friezing” have sold at $1.60- 
1.65 per Ib. Offerings of regular run 
150-Ibs. noted at $14.50 per doz. Ho 
deidah whiteheads, 150-Ibs., offered at 
$9.00) per doz. steady with tormer 
trading basis Djeddahs offered tor 
shipment at $10 per doz. tor 180-Ibs 
and $12.00 per doz. for 320-Ibs. Reports 
trom Nigeria that shippers are in a 
well sold up position and no late ot 
ferings noted. Following small sales 
\ddis- Ababa slaughterers at $13, furth 
er offerings noter at the same price 

Shearlings continue firm at origin 
and while there has been more interest 
evident, buyers are generally slow to 
meet prices asked, especially tor “mou 
ton” descriptions. Last confirmed sales 
of Cope ] inch at 31 pence, ¢.X&1 


with sellers now asking 31! pence for 


business. There are no 
able. Argentine “mouton” 
are offered at $2.75 


shorts avail- 
shearlings 
ex-warehouse, 


Whereas buyers ideas around $2.50 


Goatskins 


Fanners in the U 


display price resistance 
part, sellers at) points 


continue to 
For the most 
f origin are 


firm in their ideas although conces 


sions have been granted 
then. Suede skins are 


popular selection 


\sking prices on Amritsar 


now and 
the most 


1200 Ib 


skins are pegged at $12.00 to $12.50 
per dozen ¢.&f. according to the quali- 


ty Most buyers have 
le Batti market is mixed 


lower ideas 
with some 


sales reported at $17.00 to $17.50 per 
dozen’ some, however, call the market 


$16.50 per dozen c.&f 


have bought skins on 


East Indies 


Amritsars (1,200 Ibs.) 
Patnas 

Cawnpores and Lucknows 
Mozufferpores 

Dinajpores 

Calcutta kills 

Coconadas 

Deceans 

Kristnas 


Chinas 
Szechuans 
Hankows 
Chowchings 


Africans 

Casablanca and Marakesh 
Algiers 

Nigerians 

Mombassas 

Marakesh 

West Province (ex. It.) 
Port Elizabeth (ex. It.) 


Mochas 

Berberahs (shipment) 
Hobediahs ishipment) 
Bati f 
Addis-Ababa 


Latin Americas 
Mantazas, etc. (flat) f.o.b. 
Oaxacas, f.o 
Barquistmetos 

Coros ‘ 

Maracaibos 

La Guayras 

Rio Hache 

2ogotas 

Jamaicas 

Haitians 

Santo Domingos 

Prazil (Cereas) 
Pernambucos 

Bahias 

Cordovas (8 kilos average) 
Pampas 4 
Paytas 

Peruvians 


i 


1 


claim to 
basis 


2.00-12.50 


Nominal 
Nominal 
Nominal 
Nominal 
Nominal 


-50-12.50 
Nominal 


1.10- 1.15 
93-95 


Nominal! 


Nominal 
Nominal! 
1.40- 1.50 
3.75-14.50 
Nominal 

52 

50 


60-63 
Nominal 
54-55 
54-55 
Nominal 
Nominal 
Nominal 
Nominal 
1.05 


Nominal 
Nominal 
52 

69-70 
Nominal 











RIVER PLATE 


IMPORT AND EXPORT CORPORATION 


NEW YORE. N. Y. 





405 LEXINGTON AVE. CHRYSLER BLDG. 
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WANT ADS 








ADVERTISING RATES 


Space in this department for display ad- 
vertisements is $5.00 r inch for each 
insertion except in the “Situation Wanted” 
column, where space costs $2.00 per inch 
for each insertion. 

Undisplayed advertisements cost $2.50 per 
inch for each insertion under “Help 
Wanted” and “Special Notices” and $1.00 
per inch for each insertion under “Situa- 
tions Wanted.” 

Minimam space accepted: 1 inch. Copy 
must be in our hands not later than 
Wednesday morning for publication in the 
issue of the following Saturday. 
Advertisements with box numbers are 
strictly co tial and no information 
concerning them will be disclosed by the 
publisher. 


THE RUMPF PUBLISHING CO. 
300 W. Adams St. Chieago 6 








Special Notices 











For Sale 


TWO TANNERIES 
in Newark area. 
All facilities 
T. N. PALMA, 
BELLEVILLE (N.J.)  2-5935 


Representative Wanted 


Leather 
representatives in all 
shoe manufacturing centers to sell on com- 
mission live line of fancy and staple leathers 


ESTABLISHED = and 
Manufacturers want 


progressive 


in chrome and bark tannages. Cowsides and 
Kips, D'Buffs, Sheep, ete. U. S. patented 
designs as well as staple Alligator and other 
Reptilian numbers. 
State age, experience, references, commission 
expected, together with all other details in 
first letter 

Address C-12, c/o Leather and Shoes, 20 
Vesey St... New York 7, N.Y 


For Sale 


ABOUT 20,000 ft. garment leather, tan color, 
l7c. About 12,000 ft. No. 1 pigtex leather in 
green, navy blue, red and black, suitable for 
slippers or novelties, 15¢ per foot. 

Samples on request. 

POZEFSKY & CO., INC., S. Main St., 


Gloversville, 


Wanted to Buy 


Two (2) Staking Machines. 
Must be in excellent condition. 
Arbo Leather Co. Ltd., 
1410 Stanley St., 
Montreal, Que., Canada. 





For Sale 


UNION LOCKSTITCH MACHINE 
guaranteed in perfect 
running condition. 
Address C-13, 

c/o Leather and Shoes, 

300 W. Adams St., 
Chicago 6, Ill. 
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Lines Wanted—Women's 


Strong sales organization con- 
tact with popular priced wom- 
en’s volume shoe chains: Re- 
ceptive to specialty items: with 
option to purchase active inter- 
est. 
Address C-1 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 
300 W. Adams St., 
Chicago 6, IIl. 











For Sale 


ONE SLIGHTLY USED 
Sheridan Embossing Press 
Steam Chest 26”x48” 

A-1 condition. 

Address C-15, 

c/o Leather and Shoes, 

100 W. Adams St., Chicago 6, Ill. 


Representation Wanted 


MANUFACTURER of equipment for tanneries 
desires representation in Great Lakes area by 
salesman now covering that territory 
Address C-16 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 
400 W. Adams S:., Chicago 6, Ill 


Lines Wanted For 
St. Louis Territory 


ESTABLISHED Manufacturers and Tanners 
Representative is interested in obtaining ad- 
ditional quality lines for the Shoe Manufac- 
turers in the St. Louis territory. Address C-8, 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 300 W. Adams St., 
Chicago 6, Il 


Leather Technicians Service 
LEATHER TECHNICIANS SERVICE: Beam- 


house and tanning processes adjusted or de- 
veloped by us under your plant conditions. 
Address C-6, 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 
10 High St., Boston 10, Mass 


Chamois Leather 


SUITABLE FOR ALL Autemotive, Industrial 
and Domestic purposes, in Full Skins and Cut 
Squares. 
Lowest Pricese———— Prompt Delivery 
weenses® CHAMOIS CO., 


er Dressers 
DARWEN-LANCS-ENGLAND 





Situations Wanted 








Side Leather Tanner 


SIDE LEATHER TANNER, 20 years ex- 
perience with chrome, bark and combination, 
calf and side leather. Can take charge of 
complete process from hair to finish. Desires 
supervisory position. Address C-17, ¢/o Leather 
and Shoes, 300 W. Adams St., Chicago 6, ill. 


Sole Leather Room 


SOLE LEATHER ROOM FOREMAN available 
April 1. Several years charge Compo room, 
five years as assistant super in volume shoe 
factory. Exceptionally able, energetic. Thor- 
ough knowledge all bottoming problems. Ad- 
dress C-9, c/o Leather and Shoes, 10 High St., 
Boston 10, Mass. 


Supt. or Foreman 


SUPERINTENDENT OR FOREMAN with 20 
years experience in the Transmission Belting 
and Mechanical leather line. A man who 
knows how to operate leather working machines 
including Campbell Sewing, and to do outside 
jobs. Best of references. Address C-5, c/o 
Leather and Shoes, 20 Vesey St., New York 
7, N 


Tanner 


AMERICAN TANNER will consider position 
in foreign country under contract. 20 years 
experience with chrome, bark, and combina- 
tion; sides and calf. Can take complete charge 
of process from hair to finish. Address C-18, 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 300 W. Adams St., 
Chicago 6, Ill 


Capable Man 


SHOE FINDINGS BUYER and capable exec- 
utive with excellent knowledge of women's 
quality shoemaking. Proven ability in holding 
costs of materials to a minimum. Well quali- 
fied to install and carry out inventory control 
systems. Address B-28, c/o Leather and Shoes, 
10 High St., Boston 10, Mass. 





Help Wanted 





Leather Finish Salesman 


WANTED: Leather Finish Salesman to repre- 
sent a tannery finish manufacturer located in 
the Middle West. A man with established 
connections in tanneries located in Northern 
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan desired. 
Salary and commission. Please give complete 
resume of past experience and qualifications 
in reply. All replies will be held confidential 
Address C-10, c/o Leather and Shoes, 300 W 
Adams St., Chicago 6, III. 


Tanner Wanted 


EXPERIENCED, for fine glove leather tannery 
situated near Toronto, Canada. State qualifica- 
tions. 
Address C-14 
c/o Leather and Shoes 
300 W. Adams St., 
Chicago 6, ! 


LEATHER & FINISHING COMPANY, Inc. 
PEABODY, MASSACHUSETTS 
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(Continued from page 14) 
Canada Eases Shoe Imports 


The Canadian Govt. has relaxed 
import restrictions on footwear by 
increasing import quotas on footwear 
and related products from 68 to 76 
percent for the second quarter of 
1949, Leather And Shoes learned this 
week. 

The announced 


government also 


Lasts Shipments Up in '47 


Manufacturers in the lasts and re- 
lated products industry shipped prod- 
ucts valued at $13.1 million during 
1947, according to preliminary fig- 
ures released by the Bureau of Cen- 
sus. Dept. of Commerce. This repre- 
sents an increase of 95 percent over 
the $6.7 value of products shipped in 
1939, the last previous year in which 
a census of the industry was made. 

Value added by manufacture dur- 
ing 1947 amounted to $8.9 million, 
an increase of 90 percent over the 
$4.7 million value added in 1939. 
This value is calculated by subtract- 


‘ing cost of materials, supplies, con- 


tainers, fuel, purchased electric energy 
and contract work from the value of 
products. 


Item 


Number of establishments 

All employees : 
Number (average for the year) 
Salaries and wages, total 

Production and related workers : 
Number (average for the year) 
Man-hours, total 
Wages, total 

Value added by manufacturer’ 


that the 35 percent excise tax on 
certain leather goods has been re- 
duced to 10 percent at the manufac- 
turers’ level. 


QM Asks Lea. Soles Bids 


The New York Quartermaster Pur- 
chasing Office has issued invitations 
to bid on QM-30-280-49-1077 cover- 
ing 30,000 lbs. Leather Soles, strip, 
13” wide—domestic pack. Bids will 
be opened March 31 at 3 p.m. in the 
New York office with delivery sched- 
uled at 15,000 Ibs. in both June and 
July. Procurement is for the Army. 


Average employment in the indus- 
try was 1959 as against 1648 in 1939. 
Salaries and wages paid to all em- 
ployes increased approximately 85 
percent, from $2.9 million in 1939 to 
$5.3 million in 1947, 


Value of boot and = shoe lasts 
shipped in 1947 totaled almost $10 
million, twice the $5 million worth 
produced in 1939, There were 3.5 
million pairs of lasts shipped in 1947 
as compared with three million pairs 
produced in 1939, Wood lasts con- 
stituted approximately 95 percent 
of the total with the remainder alumi- 
num type. The value of shoe trees, 
stretchers. and display forms for 
boots and shoes amounted to $2.2 
million, an increase of some 265 per- 
cent over 1939. 


1,959 


$5.3 


1,699 
3.4 
$4.2 
$8.9 


Cost of materials, fuel, electricity, and contract work $4.2 


Value of shipments? 


*Not available. 


$13.1 


Value of shipments less cost of materials, fuel, electricity and contract work. For 1939, value 


of production less cost of materials, etc. 
“Value of production for 1939. 
(Money figures and man-hours in millions.) 


Unit ef 
Measure 


Prodact 


Lasts and related products 
Thousands 
Lasts for boots and shoes of pairs 
Wood do 
Aluminum ‘ ; do 
Shoe trees and stretchers 
Forms for boots and shoes 
Last sole patterns 
Remodeled lasts and other prod- 
ucts of the industry 


Thousands 


*Not available. 


1939 
Production 


1947 
Total shipments and 
interplant transfers 
Value 
f.o.b. 
Plant 


Quantity Quantity 


$12.6 
3,091 


2965 


'The “‘value of shipments” figures in table 1 include products classified in other industries and, 
therefore, differ from these totals. This difference is partially offset by the inclusion in this table 


of lasts and related products made in other industries. 
2Originally published in “thousands of pairs.”’ 


data and to industry practices. 
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Converted to “thousands” to conform to 1947 


Amalgamated Leather Cos., Inc. 
American Extract Co. 

Arkansas Co., Inc. 

Blackhawk Tanners 

Carley Heater Co. 

Champion Paper & Fibre Co. 
Colonial Tanning Co. 

Dennis, The, Martin, Co. 


Dow Chemical Co., The 


DuPont, E. |., de Nemours & Co., Inc., 
Dyestuffs Division Front Cover 


Eberle Tanning Co. 26 


England-Walton Div., A. C. Lawrence 
Lea. Co. 


Greenebaum, J., Tanning Co. 

Hayes Pump & Machinery Co. 

Irving Tanning Co. 

Isaacson-Greenbaum 31 
Lincoln, L. H., & Son, Inc. 27 
Malmstrom, N. |., & Co. 20 
Modern Lea. & Finishing Co., Inc. 33 
Pero & Daniels, Inc. Back Cover 
Printz Leather Co. 28 
Quirin Leather Press Co. 30 
River Plate Imp. & Exp. Corp. 32 
Robeson Process Co. 30 
Schlossinger & Cia., Ltda. 30 
Superior Tanning Co. 28 


Taber Pump Co. 30 
Tannade Co., The 16 
Turner Tanning Mchy. Co., The 21 


United Shoe Machinery Corp. 9, 23 and 35 


Colt colower \. R134 2 
through RED CROSS 
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LEATHER and SHOES — March 26, 1949 





Lt, ead 


Eye interest in a shoe starts at the toe... that’s why the Celastic 


box toe is important in shoemaking and shoe merchandising. 
The maker of shoes likes its “lastability”, the light and durable 
construction—the seller of shoes admires the trim interpretation 
of last style. For the wearer there is always the pleasure of 


enduring toe lines, the comfort of wrinkle-free toe linings. 


UNITED SHOE MACHINERY CORPORATION, BOSTON, MASS. 








Just a fraction of the cost of the shoe—but of paramount import- 
ance to fit and structural strength—is the binding. For the finest 
quality in Elasticized Binding and Shoe Gores that will give your 
shoes trim, craftsman-like appearance, insure longer lasting beauty 
and better fit, turn to Pero & Daniels. P & D bindings, both coated 


and uncoated, are available for immediate delivery. 








